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Executive Summary

This research was conducted to understand how Pakistan’s blasphemy laws
are applied and misused, particularly against Christians, and to identify patterns
that lead to accusations. By analyzing 117 cases from 2000 to 2025 and enga-
ging with human rights organizations and lawyers, we found that most accusa-
tions arise not from genuine religious offenses but from jealousy, property dis-
putes, personal rivalries, and religious zeal. The findings reveal deep flaws in
police investigations, judicial processes, and state responses, with mob violen-
ce often escalating cases. Victims and their families face long detentions, dis-
placement, and social exclusion even after acquittal. Findings also emphasize
the devastating social, legal, and psychological consequences for the accused
and their families, including displacement, prolonged detention, and violence.
The study concludes with recommendations for training, advocacy, and reform
to strengthen protections for minorities and promote safer community relations.

1. Research on the Patterns and Legal Issues of the
Blasphemy Law

1.1 Introduction

O’Brien says that there are no more people so oppressed as the “chura” (now
known mostly as Christians) in Pakistan. This oppression has been going on for
the last 400 years.

The Blasphemy law puts pressure on the Christian community as it makes peo-
ple insecure, fearful, and even more oppressed. This long-term oppression
leads to either eruption of anger in communication, with the result that Chris-
tians endanger themselves, or it causes people to hide and stay away from any
question or communication with Muslims out of fear of being accused of blas-
phemy. This results in a wider gap of Christians and Muslims communicating
and interacting with each other. When there is little contact then misunder-
standings, unfamiliarity and ignorance about each other’s faith grows.

Most people in the training sessions from Building Up mention events happen-
ing to them when they were children, and they carry this with them into adult-
hood; therefore, oppression starts from young adulthood and builds up over the
years.

Many organizations have Blasphemy cases they legally handle, but there is no
collaboration between organizations; as a result, there is little insight in reasons,
context, and patterns among cases. In this research, we will show whether and
where we see patterns for further training and teaching development.

This study explores the blasphemy law cases against Christians in Pakistan,
focusing on possible patterns between triggers and responses surrounding ac-
cusations. It asks what specific triggers lead to blasphemy cases, how officials,
religious leaders, and police might or might not influence the situation, and how
mob violence plays a part. The study investigates the legal options available
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when accusations occur, questioning whether human rights organizations’
views coordinate with the realities on the ground and how effective their efforts
are. The research aims to establish a foundation for advocacy and training, pro-
viding Christians with communication tools to handle sensitive discussions,
avoid false accusations, and enhance both national and international advocacy
work.

In this chapter the method is explained (1.2), the research objectives are given

(1.3), and points for the recommendations for training and advocacy are given
(1.4)

1.2 Method

Quantitative research. Inventory of blasphemy cases from 2000 to 2025. In to-
tal, we saw 117 cases of Christians accused of blasphemy

- Online websites

- Online researches

- Paper articles

- Printed material from HR organizations

- Research on legal issues of the blasphemy cases in Pakistan

Quality research:

- Afocused group session in six Pakistan human rights organisations.
- Two focused group sessions with lawyers on legal issues and cases

The challenge in this research is that we almost only have cases that are regis-
tered with the police. The number of cases settled is not always clear-as people
stay quiet about them.

1.3 Research Objectives
The overall research questions we like to answer are

1. Isit possible for blasphemy cases to happen at any time and with anybody?
2. Are patterns visible that will help us to mitigate risks of Blasphemy Law
accusations?
3. Are Lawyers and organizational interventions effective when dealing with
Blasphemy Law cases?
4. Sub questions are:
a. ldentification of patterns and triggers: Examine the specific patterns and
triggers that lead to blasphemy law cases against Christians in Pakistan.
b. What are the triggers for Blasphemy Law accusations, and how do they
relate to the accusations under the blasphemy law? (Chapter 3)
c. What is the influence of officials, mulanas, and the police, and how
helpful or damaging are they? (Chapter 4)
d. How often is mob violence part of the accusation? (Chapter 4)
e. Legal response to accusations: Investigate appropriate legal actions to
take when accusations of blasphemy are imminent or have already been
made.
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f. What are the opinions of HR organizations according to the Blasphemy
law? (Chapter 5)
g. Are opinions within HR organizations helpful in dealing with Blasphemy
cases? (Chapter 6)
h. Are opinions in HR organizations in agreement with the Blasphemy law
cases, triggers, and reality we saw? (Chapter 6)

1.4 Recommendations for training and advocacy

- Clear guidelines on safe communication and lifestyle practices for Chris-
tians living in a society where oppression and persecution are common.

- Key reasons behind blasphemy accusations and strategies to minimize
these risks.

- Recommendations for safely sharing the gospel and responding to
questions about faith.

- Constructive responses to persecution and oppression, fostering resilience
within the Christian community.

- Ways to support one another before, during, and after accusations,
handling these situations calmly and with trust in God.

2. The Blasphemy Law itself

In this chapter, the content and flaws of the Blasphemy law in Pakistan are
explained. Paragraph 2.1 explains the blasphemy law. Paragraph 2.2 explains
the history and changes over time, while paragraph 2.3 deals with the flaws in
the blasphemy law.

2.1 Description of the Blasphemy Law

mad

Article Description Punishment When
295 Injuring or defiling places of | Up to 2 years imprisonment
worship, with intent to insult | or with fine, or with both
the religion of any class
295 A Deliberate and malicious Up to 10 years imprison-
acts intended to outrage re- | ment, or with fine, or with
ligious feelings of any class | both
by insulting its religion or
religious beliefs:
295 B Wilfully defiling, etc., of Imprisonment for life
Holy Qur’an
295C Use of derogatory remarks, | Death penalty or life impris- | Amendment
etc.in respect of Muham- onment Act 1986
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2.2 Blasphemy Law: The Beginning and Changes Over Time

A new development in the law took place in 1990 when the federal Shariat Court
in Pakistan ruled that blasphemy against the Prophet Mohammed under Article
295-C should be punishable exclusively by the death sentence. The option of
life imprisonment was removed. This raises concerns about the way in which
Section 295-C is open to abuse, and that convictions can result in an automatic
death sentence. This law is also in clear violation of the right to life, as stated in
Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Although Section 295-C does not mention intent as an essential element of the
offence, if intent does not make a difference, then the accusation is severe in
all cases, as malicious intent does not have to be proven. The absence of in-
tention in an already vaguely formulated law that automatically results in a death
sentence makes the law’s application even more open to risk of state violations
and abuse by the majority.

In sum, historically, the blasphemy law was constituted for the religious security
of minorities. But after the partition with India, this law has been amended for
the security, defense, and honor of Islam.

2.3 Flaws in the Blasphemy Law

2.3.1 First investigation report

In blasphemy law cases, the police have the right to arrest the victim without
the permission of the magistrate. When the police become biased and issue a
First Information Report (FIR), without a clear enquiry and proof, a case can
linger on unnecessarily for an unnecessarily long time, as a blasphemy case is
non-bailable. Sometimes, police arrest the accused person to protect him from
the mob because an angry mob can kill the accused person, while in some
cases, the police act as mediator/peacemaker between the accuser and the
accused party.

Case study FIR report: In 2021 in Gujranwala, Aziz colony, two Christians fought
over property, and one party blamed the other for blasphemy with the help of
his Muslim friend. Police, with the help of the Aman committee (peace commit-
tee), resolved the issue and managed to create peace among the community.

2.3.2 Problem in Investigation

The investigation should be conducted by a first investigation officer of at least
grade 18. This is usually not the case, and therefore, all cases could be dis-
missed. As a result of lower-grade officers doing the investigation, the investi-
gation lacks in quality, and accusations of blasphemy have little ground for per-
secution. The person who has a case against him/her is guilty until proven not
guilty, and the investigation will be done only to prove guilt.
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2.3.3 Problems in the Wording of the Law

The blasphemy law is vaguely and loosely defined in the constitution. Therefore,
the range for committing Blasphemy can be stretched towards any actions or
words that are, according to bystanders or religious leaders, an insult to the
prophet.

As a result, the fear of carelessly committing blasphemy by reproducing the
blasphemous explanations as a witness, or by questioning whether the un-
proven conduct amounted to blasphemy, is so high that lawyers and even
judges hesitate to risk this.

The judges and lawyers feel threatened to take blasphemy cases as they face
intense criticism and life threats; this makes these departments less reliable in
terms of providing peace and justice. Trial can be delayed for as long as five
years because the judge or police might not want the accused to be set free,
which often happens during high court trial.

Constitutional provision of the law is used to fulfil their personal motives other
than punishment for actually committing blasphemy.

Case of Mushtaq Masih, Aziz Colony Gujranwala, Punjab Province. While he
was jogging early in the morning near the Madrassa in October 2010, he was
accused of defiling holy papers on the street instead of putting them into a box
particularly designated box for holy papers, Mustag Masih was arrested by the
Police under Section 295-B. Another story is about Sharif Sroya, living two
streets away from his house. He accused a Christian factory owner, Anwar Kho-
khar, of blasphemy under Section 295-C. Police arrested the accusers for fur-
ther investigation. This arrest occurred because of the interference of Christian
leaders from different churches and the InterFaith Harmony organization. Later,
investigations showed that the accusation was planned by the Mualla of the
Madrassa and Sharif Saroya to create an environment of fear among the Chris-
tian community living in the Aziz Colony, so that they leave their houses with
the plan to take over their business and property. He was successful, as many
people left their businesses and houses and fled to other countries.

2.3.4 Problems in the Judiciary

Judges and lawyers feel forced to take blasphemy cases as they face intense
criticism and death threats; this makes these departments less reliable in terms
of providing peace and justice. Delays in trials are common, which is why ac-
cused spend a long time in jail and face torture, which sometimes results in
entering a falsely guilted plead in the blasphemy case by the accused person.
A Trial can be delayed for as long as five years because the judge or police
might not want the accused to be set free, and they know this often happens in
the high court or Supreme Court.

Case Study on Negligence of the Judiciary and Police

In 2012, Pastor Zafar Bhatti was arrested by police and charged with sending
inappropriate text messages against the Prophet Mohammad’s mother. This
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case was filed 11 days before the arrest of Bhatti by the local Muslim leader
named Ahmed Khan. Khan filed a complaint with the police that an unregistered
number sent him inappropriate text messages against the Prophet Moham-
mad’s Mother. The police were forced to charge blasphemy against an un-
known person under 295-C, while this Case should be under 295-A. Later, it
was proven that Ghazala Khan was the person who sent inappropriate text
messages, but in 2013 The Lahore High Court refused to pass judgment in
Bhatti’s case, instead insisting the victim forgive Ghazala Khan for his false
claim. In 2017 Bhatti was given life imprisonment. When the case was appealed,
the case was delayed multiple times because no judge wanted to be involved.
Zafar Bhatti’s case is an example of the inappropriate judiciary and law system
of Pakistan. Here, not only the accuser but also the police and judiciary failed
to provide safety and justice to the victim.

3. Patterns in Blasphemy Law Accusations

Patterns in blasphemy accusations show triggers that cause blasphemy accu-
sations. These patterns/accusations/triggers are different from the actual accu-
sation under the law. These patterns are different from how the person is ac-
cused and the crime registered under the law. Jealousy or conflict might lead
to blasphemy accusations. In this chapter, we will look at the triggers. In total,
we identified six major triggers that lead to blasphemy accusations. The next
paragraph shows the actual conflicts (such as personal disputes, jealousy,
property conflicts, religious zeal, or discrimination) in the past that resulted in
accusations. In this chapter we answer the following questions: What are the
triggers for Blasphemy law accusations, and how do they relate to the accusa-
tions under the blasphemy law?

What is the influence of officials, mulanas, and the police, and how helpful or
damaging are they? How often is mob violence part of the accusation?

The most common triggers are 4.1 Jealousy, 4.2 Property disputes, 4.3 per-
sonal interest, 4.4 evangelism, 4.5 intellectual disability, 4.6 religious zeal.

3.1 Jealousy

In this research, out of 117 Blasphemy cases, about 8 cases, or approximately
6.83 %, show that the victim who is accused holds a better job position or earns
more, and coworkers or competitors falsely accuse them of eliminating them
from the workplace. A successful Christian businessman or professional may
falsely be accused by a jealous colleague of ruining their career. Additionally,
individuals who rise above their socio-economic class may become targets of
jealousy. Members of the Muslim community may, at times, harbor resentment
and bring false accusations of blasphemy against others as a means of under-
mining Christians. A struggling shop owner may accuse a financially stable shop
owner of blasphemy in order to take over their competitor’s business. Further-
more, family disputes, inheritance conflicts, and personal grudges can escalate
into false accusations. Here are some case studies.
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Case studies:

- Qamar David (2011): A Christian businessman was accused of sending a
blasphemous text message to a non-Christian competitor. It is widely
believed the allegation was fabricated to eliminate him as a business rival.
He was arrested in 2006 and sentenced to life imprisonment in 2010 under
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.

Outcome: In 2011, he was found dead in his prison cell under suspicious cir-
cumstances. While authorities claimed he died of a heart attack, his family and
Christian rights activists believe he was murdered because of his faith."

- Tabitah Nazir (2021): A Christian nurse was accused of blasphemy by her
non-Christian colleagues. Reports suggest workplace jealousy or rivalry
may have been a motive. Detail shows that a viral video showed her being
physically assaulted by fellow nurses who accused her of blasphemy.

Outcome: She was arrested, and her case gained international attention. Details
of the legal outcome of her case remain unclear, but it reflects ongoing con-
cerns over the abuse of blasphemy laws.?

3.2 Property Disputes

In this research, we found that property disputes often serve as a key motivation
for blasphemy accusations. In most cases, individuals or groups accuse others
of land conflicts to settle disputes, evict minorities, or seize control of property
belonging to Christians and other marginalized communities. Land conflicts are
a common reason for false accusations, with disputes frequently escalating to
blasphemy charges. In a society where land ownership symbolizes wealth and
influence, property disputes often lead to false blasphemy accusations used to
intimidate or displace rightful owners. The accused are often forced to flee,
leaving their property behind. In this research, we found 11 cases out of 117,
making approximately 9.4 % of the total cases related to property disputes re-
sulting in blasphemy accusations arose due to property conflicts. Case studies:

- Arif Masih (2013): A Christian man was falsely accused of blasphemy by his
non-Christian neighbor. The accusation was reportedly an attempt to take
over Arif’s inherited property. After the accusation, Arif was arrested and
faced threats from radical groups.

' CSW. (2011, March 16). Blasphemy prisoner in Pakistan found dead. CSW.
https://csw.org.uk/2011/03/16/press/1133/article.htm; Walsh, D. (2011, March 16). Chris-
tian accused of blasphemy dies in Pakistan jail. The Guardian. https://theguard-
ian.com/world/2011/mar/16/christian-accused-blasphemy-dies-pakistan; Kaminski, M. T.
(2011, March 23). Death of Qamar David. European Parliament. https://europarl.eu-
ropa.eu/doceo/document/E-7-2011-003192_EN.html

2 Pontifex, J. (2023, July 13). A Christian nurse from Pakistan flees to the West. Aid to the
Church in Need. https://churchinneed.org/?p=38391; Drew, S. (2023, July 13). Christian
nurse says escaping Pakistan blasphemy charges in ‘miracle’. Premier Christian News.
https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/christian-nurse-says-escaping-pakistan-
blasphemy-charges-in-miracle
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Outcome: The exact legal situation is unclear, but his case highlights how false
blasphemy charges are sometimes used to forcefully seize property.®

- Walter Fazal Khan (2007): He was an 84-year-old Christian man. He was
accused of blasphemy by a local non-Christian businessman, specifically
for burning the holy pages. The accusation was allegedly fabricated as part
of a scheme to pressure him into selling his land at a much lower price.
Following the accusation, Walter was arrested under blasphemy laws,
which often result in severe punishment, including life imprisonment or the
death penalty. Consequences: His wife faced immense social and religious
pressure and was reportedly forced to leave the Christian faith after his
arrest.

Outcome: Details on Walter’s final legal fate remain unclear, but his case high-
lights the exploitation of blasphemy laws for economic and coercive purposes.*

3.3 Personal Interest/Conflicts

Another motivation for blasphemy accusations is their use as a tool for settling
personal conflicts or grudges. Among the 117 cases analyzed, 20 were directly
linked to personal disputes, constituting approximately 18.8 % of all docu-
mented cases. These accusations are often fabricated to resolve interpersonal
disagreements, seek revenge, or eliminate competition.

Case studies:

- Haroon Shahzad (2023): A 45-year-old Christian man from Chak 49 Shu-
maali, near Sargodha in Punjab Province, was accused of blasphemy in
June 2023. On June 29, 2023, Haroon posted Bible verses from 1 Corinthi-
ans 10:18-21 on his Facebook page. The timing coincided with the religious
festival of Eid al-Adha, leading to accusations from the local community that
the post was blasphemous.® Haroon was arrested on June 30, 2023, and
charged under blasphemy laws. He was held in Sargodha District Jail.°

Outcome: Haroon was released on bail on November 15, 2023. Despite his re-
lease, he and his family faced significant threats, forcing them into hiding.

- Shafgat Emmanuel and Shagufta Kausar (2013): Shafgat Emmanuel and his
wife, Shagufta Kausar, a Christian couple with four children, were residents

The Express Tribune. (2013, March 14). Joseph Colony rehabilitation: ‘Why are we being
photographed?’ The Express Tribune. https://tribune.com.pk/story/520942/joseph-colony-
rehabilitation-why-are-we-being-photographed

*  Voice of the Martyrs. (2007, May 16). Elderly Christian Charged Under Blasphemy Law. Voice
of the Martyrs Canada. https://vomcanada.com/pk-2007-05-16.htm; EP. (2007, July 30). An-
swer given by Ms Ferrero-Waldner on behalf of the Commission. European Parliament.
https://europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-6-2007-2831-ASW_EN.html

®  Voice of the Martyrs. (2023, July 6). Hundreds Flee After Blasphemy Charges. Voice of the
Martyrs Canada. https://vomcanada.com/pk-2023-07-06b.htm

Morning Star News. (2023, November 29). Blasphemy charge devastates Christian family in
Pakistan. Christian Daily. https://christiandaily.com/news/blasphemy-charge-devastates-
christian-family-in-pakistan
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of Gojra, Punjab Province. In July 2013, they were accused of sending
blasphemous text messages to a local cleric.” The couple was arrested on
July 21, 2013, after allegations that the messages were sent from a phone
registered in Shagufta’s name. They consistently denied the charges,
suggesting that Shagufta’s National Identity Card had been misused.? In
April 2014, both were convicted and sentenced to death under blasphemy
laws. Shafqat reportedly faced torture, leading to a coerced confession.

Outcome: After spending approximately seven years on death row, the Lahore
High Court acquitted the couple in June 2021, citing insufficient evidence. Fol-
lowing their acquittal, they faced death threats, necessitating protective
measures.

3.4 Evangelism

Evangelism, or the act of sharing or promoting Christian beliefs, has served as
a reason for blasphemy accusations. In a society where religious minorities face
systemic discrimination, even peaceful religious activities, such as distributing
literature or showing religious films, are viewed with hostility. 5 cases out of 117,
making it approximately 5.4 % of the evangelism cases, show that evangelism
is often misunderstood as an attack on the majority community’s faith or a prov-
ocation, leading to accusations of blasphemy against those involved.

Evangelism is by law forbidden and therefore results in backlash from local
communities and religious groups. Research shows that nearly 5 out of 117
blasphemy cases are related to Christians engaged in public evangelistic activ-
ities, such as preaching, distributing religious materials, or holding religious dis-
cussions. Public evangelism is often linked to fears of converting non-Chris-
tians, leading to aggressive accusations and actions to suppress such efforts.
Accusations against evangelists make it even more difficult to share faith or
religion in the local context. Cases involving evangelism escalate into mob vio-
lence, with Christian communities facing threats, attacks, or destruction of
property as a result of accusations. Public engagements are misinterpreted as
disrespecting the faith of the majority community, resulting in often baseless
accusations.

Case studies

- Babu Shahbaz (2012): Accusation: Babu Shahbaz, a Christian preacher,
was falsely accused of blasphemy for allegedly making derogatory remarks
about the majority religion while evangelizing. A local cleric filed a case
against him, claiming he had insulted the prophet. Mobs gathered outside
his home, demanding his execution.

" USCIRF. (n.d.). Shafgat Emmanuel. United States Commission on International Religious

Freedom. https://uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/shafqgat-
emmanuel

Amnesty International. (n.d.). Christian Couple on Death Row for “Blasphemy”. Amnesty In-
ternational. https://amnesty.org.uk/urgent-actions/christian-couple-death-row-blasphemy
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Outcome: He was arrested and imprisoned; however, case details on sentenc-
ing are unclear.’

- Salamat Masih & Haroon Ayub (2011): Accusation: Distributing Christian
literature at a university. Salamat and Haroon, two Christian evangelists,
were arrested for handing out Christian books to university students. Some
students reported them, claiming they were insulting their beliefs through
their preaching. Clerics in the area pressured police to take action, leading
to their arrest.

Outcome: They were charged under Section 295-C, which carries the death
penalty. The case is still ongoing.™

3.5 Intellectual Disability

In this research, we found that intellectually disabled individuals can be falsely
accused of blasphemy due to their vulnerable status, lack of awareness of their
actions, and societal stigma. Out of 117 cases, there were 6 different cases
where intellectually disabled people were accused of blasphemy. This makes
up approximately 5 % of all the cases studied. These accusations highlight a
disturbing trend where blasphemy laws are exploited to target individuals una-
ble to defend themselves. This situation is exacerbated by a lack of legal pro-
tection and societal understanding of mental health issues. Their actions are
frequently misinterpreted as deliberate offenses against religious sentiments.
Accusers use blasphemy allegations as a tool to settle personal disputes, dis-
place mentally ill individuals, or incite mob violence, knowing that the victims
are unlikely to defend themselves.

Case studies:

- Yaqgoob Masih (2015): Yagoob, an intellectually disabled Christian, was
accused of blasphemy after reportedly committing acts deemed offensive.
His mental health condition was largely ignored by law enforcement and the
courts. He reportedly committed actions that were deemed offensive to the
majority religion, though details about the exact nature of the accusations
remain unclear. Despite his intellectual disability, authorities ignored his
condition and pursued charges against him. His case highlights the lack of
legal protection for intellectually disabled individuals accused of blas-
phemy."
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Outcome: Details of his trial, sentencing, or release are scarce. However, given
strict blasphemy laws in the country, he likely faced severe legal consequences
and threats to his life

- Shahbaz Masih 2019: In December 2019, Shahbaz Masih, a 40-year-old
Christian from Faisalabad, was accused of blasphemy under Section 295-
B of the Pakistan Penal Code, which pertains to desecration of the sacred
book of the majority religion. The accusation arose after an altercation in a
market where Masih was assaulted by a mob. His non-Christian friend,
Ishaq, a 39-year-old man, intervened to assist him. Both were subsequently
accused of burning pages of the Holy book."? Following their arrest on
December 27, 2019, both men were detained. Human Rights Focus
Pakistan (HRFP) provided legal assistance, and on November 10, 2020,
Shahbaz Masih was granted bail. The case underscores the challenges
faced by individuals accused of blasphemy, including mob violence, legal
hurdles, and prolonged detention™.

Outcome: It is important to note that while initial reports indicated that Shahbaz
Masih might have had mental health issues, subsequent information does not
confirm this detail. The case highlights the broader issues surrounding blas-
phemy accusations, in which individuals, regardless of mental health status,
can face severe consequences based on unverified allegations.

3.6 Religious Zeal

Religious zeal refers to an intense and fervent commitment to religious beliefs.
While religious dedication can have positive expressions, extreme religious zeal
often manifests as intolerance toward differing faiths or perspectives, leading
to persecution and, in some cases, violent reactions against perceived of-
fenses. In the context of blasphemy accusations, religious zeal is frequently
characterized by strict adherence to religious doctrine, where even perceived
insults provoke severe responses. Under such circumstances, any deviation
from prevailing religious beliefs is not merely regarded as a difference of opinion
but is instead perceived as an attack on the faith itself.

This research indicates that religious zeal serves as a primary catalyst in nu-
merous blasphemy cases. Specifically, 49 documented cases explicitly cite re-
ligious zeal as the principal motivation, particularly involving individuals who
have questioned religious teachings or engaged in discussions concerning re-
ligious differences.

Religious clerics wield considerable influence over the judiciary in blasphemy-
related cases, particularly in the local context, where societal and mob

Khokhar, S. (2020, January 14). Christian and Muslim friends arrested in Faisalabad for blas-
phemy. AsiaNews. https://asianews.it/news-en/Christian-and-Muslim-friends-arrested-in-
Faisalabad-for-blasphemy-49024.html

8 Pakistan Christian Post. (2020, November 12). HRFP’s Success Story on Shahbaz Masih’s
bail granting in blasphemy case. Pakistan Christian Post. https://pakistanchris-
tianpost.com/head-line-news-details/7457
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pressures frequently obstruct fair legal proceedings. Among 117 recorded
cases, 49 involve religious zeal to such an extent that it complicates the pro-
spects of a fair trial. Clerics and extremist groups often incite mobs to attack
the accused, destroy Christian communities, and exert pressure on law en-
forcement agencies. Consequently, police officers and judges, fearing violent
reprisals or political consequences, frequently fail to conduct impartial investi-
gations or safeguard the accused.

Mob violence is a prevalent feature in a substantial proportion of blasphemy
cases, with estimates indicating that such incidents occur in approximately
20 % to 42 % of reported cases. At least 7 cases within the examined dataset
explicitly resulted in mob violence, while in 10 cases the threat of violence com-
pelled the accused to seek refuge or flee the country. The immediacy of mob
reactions is notable, with groups assembling within hours or days of an accu-
sation being made. Such violence frequently extends beyond the accused indi-
viduals, targeting entire communities through acts such as the burning of
churches, the destruction of homes, and the forced displacement of families.

Law enforcement agencies have often found little success in intervening effec-
tively in these incidents. In cases such as the attacks on Sangla Hill (2005) and
Joseph Colony (2013), police forces either arrived too late or were unable to
prevent large-scale destruction. Furthermore, the long-term consequences of
blasphemy accusations persist even after legal acquittal, as the accused and
their families often remain in hiding for extended periods due to ongoing threats
to their safety.

Case studies:

- Latif Masih and four Christian boys: The case of Latif Masih and four
Christian boys illustrates how blasphemy accusations are often fabricated
from ordinary incidents to target vulnerable Christians. Around 2011 in
Punjab, the boys were accused of insulting a banner with Quranic verses
after it accidentally fell in heavy wind; one of them respectfully handed the
banner to a Muslim man, who later accused them of desecration. A large
mob then surrounded the police station, demanding their arrest under
Sections 295-B and 295-C. The situation escalated further when a majority
religious militant group killed four of Latif’s family members, a crime
seemingly motivated less by religion than by the militants’ desire to take
over his motorbike shop. Police, under mob and clerical pressure, failed to
protect the family or investigate fairly, while religious leaders inflamed anger
rather than calming tensions.™

- Mukhtar Masih and Talib Masih: In 2009, Mukhtar Masih and Talib Masih,
two Christians from Punjab, were accused of blasphemy after rumors
spread in their community. The allegations quickly spiraled into mob vio-
lence, with forty Christian houses and a church set ablaze by an angry
crowd. Eyewitnesses reported that police stood aside during the rampage,

* Masih, L. et al. (2011, October). Blasphemy Laws Exposed: The Consequences of Crimina-
lizing “Defamation of Religions”. Human Rights First. https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/HRF_Blasphemy_cases.pdf


https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/HRF_Blasphemy_cases.pdf
https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/HRF_Blasphemy_cases.pdf

IIRF Reports Vol. 14—2025/22: Blasphemy Law: The Reason for Injustice in Pakistan

refusing to intervene despite desperate pleas from residents. In the chaos,
several Christians were severely beaten, and at least one, Mukhtar Masih,
was burnt alive by the mob. Survivors described the attack as both
religiously charged and fueled by local hostility toward the Christian
minority. The case starkly illustrates the failure of law enforcement to pro-
tect vulnerable communities when accusations of blasphemy arise, high-
lighting how mob justice, incited by unchecked hatred, destroys entire
families and neighborhoods.™

On the other hand, 7 out of 117 include those cases in which the police inter-
vene to secure the victim from mob attacks and provide a fair investigation.
Cases rooted in personal disputes or misunderstandings can sometimes be de-
fended with evidence, legal advocacy, and dialogue. Police intervention was
more effective in cases where they acted early, before mob violence escalated.
Investigations helped disprove false accusations in several cases, leading to
acquittals. In cases where the Supreme Court was involved (e.g., Ayub Masih),
justice was eventually served, but after years of suffering. Mental illness played
a role in some cases (e.g., Jameela, 2024), where the police recognized the
individual’s condition and prevented punishment.

Case studies:

- In April 2024, Dennis Albert, a 35-year-old Christian rickshaw driver from
Lahore, was arrested on blasphemy charges after inadvertently stepping on
papers that allegedly contained holy verses. According to reports, Albert
had removed his shoes due to the heat and, upon exiting his rickshaw,
unknowingly stepped on these papers. A passerby witnessed this and
accused Albert of desecrating sacred texts. The mob gathered and tried to
kill him. Despite Albert’s immediate apologies and explanation of the
unintentional nature of his actions, the police arrested Albert to protect him
and charged him under Sections 295-A and 295-B of Pakistan’s Penal
Code, which pertain to hurting religious sentiments and defiling the sacred
book of the majority community, respectively. If convicted, these charges
carry severe penalties, including life imprisonment.’® Albert’s brother
emphasized that Dennis had no intention of disrespecting any religious
texts and was unaware of the nature of the papers on the ground. He
described Dennis as a simple man earning an honest livelihood, with no
prior history of such incidents. Albert’s attorney criticized the charges as
baseless and highlighted the lack of evidence proving any deliberate act of

® Masih, M. and Masih, T. (2009). Reemergence of violence against Christians in Pakistan:
Attack on Christian Settlements at Korian and Gojra, District Toba Tek Singh. /dara-e-
Taleem-o-Aagahi. https://www.itacec.org/news_ncjp_gojra.htm

'® Morning Star News. (2024, June 18). Christian in Pakistan jailed for stepping on papers in
street. Christian Daily International. https://christiandaily.com/news/christian-in-pakistan-
jailed-for-stepping-on-papers-in-street
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blasphemy. He also pointed out a concerning trend of individuals being
targeted with false blasphemy accusations.”

Outcome: As of the latest reports, Dennis Albert remains in custody, awaiting
trial.

- Sajjad Masih Gill (2011): In 2011, Sajjad Masih Gill, a member of the
Seventh-day Adventist community was accused of sending blasphemous
text messages that allegedly disparaged the prophet. He was subsequently
arrested and, in July 2013, the court in Gojra, Punjab, sentenced him to life
imprisonment under Section 295-C of Pakistan’s Penal Code, which
pertains to insulting the prophet.” Following his conviction, Gill’s appeal
process faced numerous delays. In March 2021, the Lahore High Court
accepted a petition from prosecutors to re-sentence him to death.

Outcome: On October 26, Triggers Behind Blasphemy Accusations
2021, a two-judge division 2o

bench of the Lahore High
Court acquitted Gill due to in-
sufficient evidence, leading
to his release after nearly a
decade in prison.

In sum, the misuse of blas-
phemy laws for personal gain

underscores the vulnerabili- B comerzion
ties within the legal system, oy Cralienged
where such charges can be ® Property Dizpute

used against individuals.

Blasphemy accusations frequently originate from arguments, business dis-
putes, professional rivalries, or personal grievances, which subsequently esca-
late into serious legal charges. Religious minorities are particularly susceptible
to allegations, as they face systemic biases within both society and the legal
system, rendering them more vulnerable to false accusations. The increasing
misuse of blasphemy laws in the context of personal conflicts highlights
broader concerns regarding societal prejudice, inadequate legal safeguards,
and the ease with which unsubstantiated accusations can be made.

The consequences for those accused of blasphemy are often severe and en-
during. Many individuals endure prolonged legal battles or remain incarcerated
for years while awaiting trial, even in cases where the allegations are later
proven false. Social shunning is another common consequence, as both the
accused and their families frequently face isolation and, in many instances, are

Morning Star News. (2024, June 20). Christian rickshaw driver could face life in prison after
inadvertently stepping on pages of Quran. Christian Daily International. https://www.chris-
tianpost.com/news/christian-rickshaw-driver-could-face-life-in-prison-in-pakistan.html

USCIRF. (n.d.). Sajjad Masih Gill. United States Commission on International Religious Free-

dom. https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/sajjad-
masih-gill
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less upon their release.

B Jelousy

Blasphemy  accusations
carry profound social, legal,
and psychological reper-
cussions. Even after ac-
quittal, many individuals struggle to reintegrate into society, continue to receive
threats, and suffer financial and emotional distress. Approximately 10 cases in-
volve exceptionally prolonged legal proceedings, with at least four documented
cases where individuals have been imprisoned for 10 to 12 years without reso-
lution. In some instances, accused individuals have faced fatal consequences;
for example, David Masih was murdered in prison after spending five years in-
carcerated. Similarly, high-profile cases such as those of Asia Bibi, Shagufta
Kausar and Shafqat Emmanuel, and Rimsha Masih have resulted in forced exile,
economic devastation, and

persistent threats to personal derogatory remarks, Defiling Q/Q text, cyber crime/social
Safety media, Jokes Holy Prophet and Other

| Other [ Jokes Holy Prophet cyber crime/social media [l Defiling Q/Q text
B derogatory remarks

In sum, looking at the triggers .
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say that the sort of blasphemy @

cases changed. A trend is j i
seen in more cases linked with ,

property, but cases seem to |

differ from year to year. Look- SR
ing at the accusations under year

the law, we see a growing

trend in derogatory remarks and jokes about the Holy Prophet. Looking at the
number of cases over all the years, religious zeal is the biggest trigger for all
cases.

4. Trends Over the Years

In this chapter, several trends are highlighted that emerged from the research.
Paragraph 5.1 is about blasphemy cases as a political tool, 5.2 talks about the
role of the police, and 5.3 is about the outcome of blasphemy cases when they
are registered and become court cases.
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4.1 Blasphemy Cases as a Political Tool

An analysis of blasphemy cases from 2000 to 2025 reveals a growing trend in
the use of blasphemy accusations as political tools to gain public support. Since
the early 2000s, politico-religious groups have played a dominant role in shap-
ing public discourse on blasphemy, using the issue to mobilize support and
exert influence over government policies.

Some groups have orchestrated mass protests demanding the execution of in-
dividuals accused of blasphemy and have engaged in violent demonstrations,
most notably following the acquittal of Asia Bibi in 2018. These protests forced
government negotiations and policy concessions in multiple instances. As a re-
sult, government monitoring

. L No. of Blasphemy Cases 2000-2024
of social media increased.

The political influence sur-
rounding blasphemy cases
has intensified over the years. 12
In 2017, some politico-reli- 10 4
gious groups led nationwide 3 . |

protests against the govern- 5 2 [V 4 || | “

ment, advocating for stricter - AN ¥ A
blasphemy laws. In 2018, the ~ : WY
acquittal of Asia Bibi trig- ¢ '

gered widespread riots, ulti-

mately delaying her release

despite the Supreme Court’s verdict. By 2021, the government initially desig-
nated such groups as terrorist organizations. However, the ban was later lifted.

4.2 Blasphemy Cases and the Role of the Police and
Community

The graph below on community and police involvement highlights the decisive
role both actors play in shaping the trajectory of blasphemy cases. Community
responses are frequently marked by collective hostility, with mobs mobilizing
rapidly after accusations and often resorting to violence, including arson, beat-
ings, and forced displacement of entire Christian neighborhoods. In a consid-
erable proportion of cases, police intervention has been either absent or de-
layed, reflecting institutional reluctance to challenge clerical authority or in-
flamed crowds. In many instances, law enforcement has stood by passively
while mob violence unfolded, reinforcing the perception of complicity or fear-
driven paralysis. At the same time, a minority of cases demonstrate that timely
police action, such as preemptively arresting the accused to protect them or
dispersing mobs, can prevent escalation and allow the judicial process to pro-
ceed. This uneven response underscores the structural weakness of law en-
forcement in Pakistan, where the balance between maintaining public order and
protecting vulnerable minorities is too often resolved in favor of appeasing ma-
jority sentiment rather than upholding legal safeguards.
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4.3 Blasphemy Cases in Court

Since 2000, the number of convictions, particularly in lower courts, has in-
creased substantially. However, higher courts have overturned many of these
convictions, often after the accused spent five to eight years in detention. From
2010 onward, there has been a notable rise in death sentences issued by lower
courts, reflecting the increasing severity of judicial rulings under societal and
political pressures. Acquittals during this period have primarily occurred at the
Supreme Court level, often after the accused have spent eight to ten years in
prison.

Since 2020, lower courts have continued to convict individuals accused of blas-
phemy, frequently yielding to societal and political pressures. The Supreme
Court, while historically more inclined to overturn wrongful convictions, has
exhibited reluctance to intervene promptly due to the threat of mob violence
and political unrest. Consequently, acquittals have been significantly delayed,
with some individuals remaining incarcerated for over a decade before being
exonerated.

The outcomes of blasphemy cases reveal a striking imbalance between accu-
sation and justice. While lower courts frequently deliver convictions often under
societal and clerical pressure, higher courts regularly overturn these rulings af-
ter prolonged delays. Many accused remain incarcerated for five to ten years
before acquittal, underscoring both judicial inefficiency and systemic bias. A
significant proportion of cases
never resolve, leaving individ-
uals in indefinite detention, i« Hidinz 2eice=s [N

while others end with acquit-

tals that fail to guarantee -

safety, as released individuals  acquies [

continue to face threats, dis-

placement, or exile. Death —

sentences, though increas- .. -1
ingly pronounced at the trial
court level, are rarely carried

Outcome of Blasphemy Cases
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out due to appellate reversals; however, the psychological, social, and eco-
nomic toll of such sentences is irreversible. Mob violence further complicates
outcomes, as in several cases, the accused were killed extrajudicially before
trial or while imprisoned. The overall trend suggests that the blasphemy law
functions less as a legal mechanism and more as a tool of intimidation, with
outcomes shaped more by societal and political pressures than by evidence or
due process. This evolving pattern underscores challenges within the country’s
judicial system, where lower courts face intense external pressures, and the
higher judiciary struggles to balance legal integrity with socio-political stability.
These prolonged legal battles and extended incarcerations highlight the urgent
need for judicial reforms to ensure fair trials and safeguard the rights of those
falsely accused under blasphemy laws.

In sum, the analysis of blasphemy cases in Pakistan demonstrates that accu-
sations seldom originate from genuine acts of religious transgression but in-
stead follow discernible social, political, and economic patterns. Personal dis-
putes, property conflicts, professional rivalries, and jealousy constitute recur-
ring triggers, while evangelism and intellectual disability emerge as particularly
vulnerable areas of exposure. Above all, religious zeal, frequently amplified by
clerics and politico-religious groups, stands as the dominant catalyst, produc-
ing both legal entanglements and violent communal reprisals.

The role of officials, clerics, and law enforcement remains deeply problematic.
Findings indicate that while isolated examples of protective police intervention
exist, the prevailing pattern is one of negligence, complicity, or reluctance to
act under mob pressure. This unwillingness to uphold due process creates con-
ditions in which mob violence is not merely an outcome but an almost predict-
able component of blasphemy accusations. The destruction of homes,
churches, and entire communities underscores the collective and dispropor-
tionate nature of the violence, extending punishment far beyond the accused.

5. Patterns in Blasphemy Accusations According to
Christian Rights Organizations

In this chapter, we will look at patterns that organizations see in blasphemy law
cases and how they think they need to be dealt with. We will also look at the
information we received from lawyers and the recommendations they give for
blasphemy cases.

Finally, we will answer the questions: What are the opinions of HR organiza-
tions? Are opinions of HR organizations helpful in dealing with blasphemy
cases? Paragraph 5.1 is a summary of all interviews, while paragraph 5.2 deals
with the interview we had with lawyers on legal issues.
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5.1 Summary of Interviews

5.1.1 Center for Legal Aid, Assistance & Settlement (CLAAS)

Name: Rubina Ghazal - Job Title: In-Charge of Legal Department

The interviews conducted with CLAAS highlight the misuse of blasphemy laws
in Pakistan, primarily as tools of personal revenge, religious intolerance, and
political manipulation. Key findings from this interview include motivations be-
hind blasphemy accusations: Firstly, many accusations stem from personal dis-
putes rather than actual blasphemy. Secondly, a lack of acceptance for different
religious beliefs fuels many cases. Thirdly, accusations are often orchestrated
for broader socio-political goals. Finally, incidents like the 2009 Gojra and 2013
Badami Bagh cases demonstrate how accusations are sometimes falsified to
target minority communities.

According to CLAAS, Christians face different forms of persecution. Christians
and other minorities frequently face threats, sexual violence, and forced con-
versions, especially in South Punjab. Digital harassment also plays a vital role
in persecution. Social media and messaging platforms (e.g., WhatsApp) are
used to entrap individuals. There is a significant increase in mob justice, and
accusations often incite mob violence even against Muslims themselves. On
the government level, delayed judicial response and weak law enforcement ex-
acerbate the crisis. Blasphemy laws are sometimes exploited for political or
sectarian gain. Some judges act under religious pressure or personal bias. In
the Peshawar case, even a withdrawal request from the accuser could not stop
prosecution once the legal process had started.

Christians face serious persecution, often through fabricated accusations. Ju-
dicial bias and fear-driven rulings are common. CLASS emphasizes that pre-
planned motives (personal rivalries, land disputes, professional competition, re-
ligious zeal) occur more than spontaneous disputes. Cyber misuse is given
strong focus, such as WhatsApp traps used to entrap victims.

Hence, patterns in the blasphemy accusations can be seen. False accusations
often escalate into mob violence. Victims face long detentions and delayed jus-
tice due to slow judicial processes. Law enforcement is often passive or com-
plicit. CLASS sees blasphemy law as a tool for persecution, especially targeting
Christians. The state’s lack of intervention and political manipulation perpetu-
ates a dangerous environment for minorities.

5.1.2 Cecil Chaudhry Foundation (CCF)

Name: Kashif Aslam - Job Title: Program Manager

Kashif’s account from the Cecil Chaudhry Foundation sheds light on the sys-
temic abuse of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws. The findings reflect deep-rooted
societal prejudices, manipulation by political and religious groups, and a justice
system vulnerable to external pressure.
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According to CCF, individuals are accused of unintended actions. For example,
a rickshaw driver in Lahore was accused after accidentally stepping on torn
religious pages. The example of Nazir Masih shows that Nazir Masih was tar-
geted following a simple neighborhood dispute over a blocked drain pipe. The
mob ransacked Masih’s house and burned down his shoe shop, claiming he
had desecrated Islam’s holy book, the Quran, allegations his relatives rejected
as baseless. Secondly, personal grudges may play a vital role in the accusation
of family, and interpersonal conflicts often escalate into blasphemy charges.
For example, a son-in-law accused his father-in-law out of spite. In another
case a pastor was falsely accused due to internal church rivalries. Thirdly, or-
ganized political or religious motives are ripe for abuse. Groups like Tehreek-e-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) are implicated in orchestrating false allegations to con-
solidate influence. Cyber entrapment methods are increasingly used, such as
sending doctored WhatsApp content to victims. TLP and similar groups use
blasphemy accusations to gain political mileage. Political deals often result in
the release or protection of perpetrators, sidelining justice. Law enforcement
and the judiciary are often slow, reluctant, or influenced by external religious or
political pressures. Judges often delay rulings due to threats or societal pres-
sure. For example, in Rimsha Masih’s case, the investigation was slow and in-
fluenced by the fear of public backlash. Victims face extended jail time without
trial progress.

Hence, CCF viewpoint is that blasphemy accusations are usually fabricated,
with personal jealousy and political motives behind them. Judges face threats
that hinder fair trials. and their influence in fabricating blasphemy cases. CCF
has also begun to place more emphasis on cyber tactics used to entrap youths
and minorities. The pattern CCF sees in these cases is that known individuals
serve as repeat witnesses across multiple blasphemy cases. Blasphemy cases
often disrupt entire communities, not just individuals. CCF views blasphemy
laws as an organized mechanism of oppression, supported by both state inac-
tion and extremist groups.

5.1.3 Christian True Spirit (CTS)

Name: Asher Sarfraz - Job Title: Chief Executive

The CTS interviews highlight the broad and deeply embedded nature of perse-
cution against Christians in Pakistan. The accounts reflect not only systemic
abuse in society and institutions but also a lack of solidarity within the Christian
community itself. The misuse of blasphemy laws, though not always politically
driven, remains a potential tool of oppression.

Persecution is not limited to physical harm but includes mental and emotional
abuse, especially of Christian women and children in schools, workplaces, and
brick kilns. For example, Christian girls face harassment at workplaces; stu-
dents are discriminated against in schools. Churches are criticized for favoring
wealthy donors and ignoring the struggles of poorer Christians. Persecution is
tied directly to religious identity, regardless of race or appearance, being Chris-
tian is enough to be targeted. Not all suffering is viewed as persecution. CTS
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notes that Christians who knowingly provoke Muslims by posting sensitive Is-
lamic content on social media may put themselves at risk.

CTS believes that direct political manipulation in blasphemy cases is low
(around 2 %), though religious rhetoric and influence persist. For example, Ta-
hir-ul-Qadri, a religious leader, has shown interfaith openness. TLP’s involve-
ment in the Sargodha blasphemy case illustrates how religious groups exploit
these laws. Law enforcement is often passive during violent outbreaks. Police
stood by during attacks in Gojra, Jaranwala, Joseph Colony, and Yohannabad.
CTS criticizes not the government directly, but its failure to punish false accus-
ers, enabling recurring misuse of the law. Blasphemy laws can be turned
against anyone, not just Christians, making them a tool of coercion and control.

CTS claims that Christians experience discrimination in education, employ-
ment, and society. Police fail to intervene during major blasphemy-related vio-
lence. The blasphemy law is misused by the public and not always rooted in
real offenses. Contrary to this, CTS believes that not all blasphemy cases are
persecution, especially when Christians post inflammatory content online. They
critique Christian leadership for failing to support the vulnerable within their
community. According to CTS persecution is often economic and social, not
always physical. Law enforcement consistently fails to prevent or punish vio-
lence. CTS sees persecution as multifaceted, sometimes fueled by external so-
ciety and sometimes worsened by internal community weaknesses. Greater
self-awareness and reform within the Christian community is also needed.

5.1.4 Human Friends Organization

Name: Sharon Shamir - Job Title: Coordinator, Human Rights

The HFO interview emphasizes that blasphemy accusations in Pakistan are
largely driven by personal, political, and discriminatory motives. While outright
persecution is contested, the deep-rooted faith-based discrimination against
Christians creates an environment that enables abuse, marginalization, and vi-
olence. Accusations often stem from envy of successful Christians or interper-
sonal conflicts. Social intolerance towards Christians —especially those in po-
sitions of visibility—triggers false accusations. While HFO differentiates be-
tween discrimination and persecution, it acknowledges that discrimination can
escalate into mob violence. Cases in Asia Bibi and Jaranwala began with minor
disputes or derogatory labeling, such as being called “sweeper.” When
churches are burned, homes destroyed, or people face economic injustice
based on faith, HFO identifies that as persecution. Not every case since 1985
is seen as persecution—only those involving mob violence or systemic injustice.
Judges are often unable to dismiss cases even when evidence is lacking due
to pressure from extremist clerics and groups. As a result, many cases are
passed along or delayed rather than resolved. The law is no longer limited to
Christians; it now threatens anyone due to its broad and arbitrary application.
For example, Jamila Bibi, who is mentally ill, remains imprisoned under blas-
phemy charges. Blasphemy accused are kept in separate cells for protection
from other inmates. Abuse may occur during investigation stages; treatment
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during trial depends heavily on the attitude of the jail staff. The police are incon-
sistent; they may offer protection or allow harm based on the context and local
pressures.

Jealousy and rivalry are common causes of false accusations. There is exten-
sive discrimination against Christians, especially in labeling and social treat-
ment. Judges are under pressure and often can’t issue fair verdicts. Contrary
to this, HFO distinguishes between discrimination and persecution, claiming
only mob violence qualifies as persecution. They highlight mental health cases,
like Jamila Bibi, to show how anyone can now be targeted.

Hence according to HFO, blasphemy accusations are unpredictable and can
target anyone. Judicial delays are caused more by societal threats than legal
faults.

HFO sees blasphemy laws as a growing threat to all citizens, not just Christians.
The rise of TLP’s influence has made religious expression risky, and the gov-
ernment’s inaction enables this environment.

5.1.6 Operation Mobilisation (OM)

First Person: Anwar - Job Title: Team Leader
Second Person: Diladar - Job Title: Team Leader

The OM interviews reveal that blasphemy laws in Pakistan are used as tools of
personal vengeance, religious discrimination, and societal exclusion, particu-
larly targeting Christians and converts. The testimonies reflect a deep pattern
of systemic marginalization, threat based judicial behavior, and institutional ne-
glect. Individuals use blasphemy accusations to settle personal scores. Chris-
tians and converts are disproportionately targeted. Those who leave Islam for
Christianity often face extreme hostility from family and society. Open practice
of minority faiths leads to social ostracization.

Christians are often pushed out of schools, jobs, and public services. Converts
are abused or disowned by their families. Many Christian families hide their faith
to avoid being targeted. Minorities struggle to access legal protection or safely
relocate due to systemic biases.

The government and Christian representatives within the system fail to ensure
meaningful protection for minorities. There is minimal political will to address
the misuse of blasphemy laws or to implement reforms protecting religious mi-
norities. Rather than acting out of personal bias, judges are frequently influ-
enced by threats and fear of backlash. This environment leads to delayed or
compromised rulings that further marginalize victims.

Operation Mobilization (OM), they believe that Blasphemy accusations are
rooted in religious discrimination and personal vendettas. Christians suffer in
workplaces, schools, and families due to faith-based persecution. Contrary to
this, OM focuses more on the suffering of Christian converts and social exclu-
sion than on legal/judicial processes, less detail on political influence, and more
on grassroots-level discrimination. Converts are especially vulnerable and may
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be rejected by families. Christian identity often leads to denial of services or
harassment. OM highlights the day-to-day persecution of Christians and the
lack of effective protection mechanisms. Converts and practicing Christians are
especially unsafe in Pakistani society.

5.2 Interviews Five Lawyers and One Human Rights Activist

Interview Lawyers

We invited nine lawyers representing different humanitarian organizations, in-
cluding Human Friends Organization (HFO), Legal Aid Assistance and Settle-
ment (CLAAS), Christian True Spirit (CTS), NCJP, and the Cecil and Iris founda-
tions, which deal with Blasphemy accusations. Out of 9 Lawyers, 4 Lawyers,
and 1 legal advisor, namely Adv. Liagat John and Miss. Sharon from HFO, Adv.
Nadeem Hassan and Adv. Haroon Ranjha from CTS and Adv. Tahir Bashir
CLAAS attended the meeting.

The following are the points on which all the lawyers agree. Firstly, Blasphemy
laws are frequently misused. All participants agree that these laws, especially
after being strengthened under General Zia-ul-Haq, are often used to settle per-
sonal disputes, business rivalries, or to target marginalized groups like religious
minorities. Secondly, Minorities are vulnerable in Pakistan. Not only Christians
but also other minority groups are often the primary victims, as they are socio-
economically disadvantaged and less able to defend themselves, which makes
them an easy target of Blasphemy accusations to gain their self-interest.
Thirdly, blasphemy laws are used as political tools to distract the public, mobi-
lize emotions, and gain influence, especially by religious or extremist parties
supported by successive governments. Fourthly, Investigations into blasphemy
cases are often flawed or non-existent. Accused individuals are typically con-
demned by public opinion before legal evidence is properly assessed.

Contrary to this, there were also some points where they showed different opin-
ions. Firstly, the perception of genuine cases shows that most blasphemy ac-
cusations are false or exaggerated. The interviewee acknowledges that a few
cases may involve actual offensive or provocative content, though often unin-
tentional or based on misinterpretation (e.g., quoting scripture). Secondly, re-
sponsibility and self-reflection within the Christian community, too, with the in-
terviewee admitting that sometimes community members (especially pastors)
act carelessly in their expressions, particularly online, leading to unnecessary
provocations. Thirdly, believes in religious freedom but acknowledges it has
limits—freedom does not include insulting other religions. He points out that
mutual respect and responsibility are necessary on all sides.

In light of the above arguments, lawyers identified some patterns. Firstly, there
is a political and religious overlap. Decades of political regimes like Zia-ul-Haq,
PML-N, PPP, etc. have all supported religious factions at various times for po-
litical gains, which has fueled extremism and misuse of laws. Secondly, there is
a community silence and fear can be seen. Many minorities avoid challenging
accusations due to fear of mob violence or lack of support from authorities.
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Thirdly, social manipulation plays its role. Time and again, individuals weapon-
ized blasphemy laws to gain social or political leverage, distract public atten-
tion, or attack rivals. This pattern is now systemic. Fourthly, proper investigation
can happen in nearly every case, public outrage precedes proper investigation.
Once an accusation is made, it’s nearly impossible for the accused to get a fair
hearing.

In sum, in this summary, we answer the questions: What are the opinions within
HR organizations? Are opinions within HR organizations helpful in dealing with
Blasphemy cases?

While acknowledging that genuine cases may exist, the overwhelming concern
is the systemic failure to ensure justice, the vulnerability of minorities, and the
urgent need for reform, both legally and socially. Without transparency, fair in-
vestigation, and societal tolerance, these laws will continue to be abused, not
for the protection of faith, but for personal and political gain.

6. Patterns Organizations See and Blasphemy Law
Accusations Compared

In this chapter, the comparison is made between the actual blasphemy law trig-
gers and accusations, and what organizations see as existing triggers. In the
second part, we will compare the lawyer’s interview with existing triggers and
accusations. In this chapter we will answer the questions:

- Where do opinions in HR organizations differ and agree?

- Are opinions within HR organizations helpful in dealing with Blasphemy
cases?

- Are opinions in HR organizations in agreement with the Blasphemy law
cases, triggers, and reality we saw?

6.1 Reasons Behind Blasphemy Accusations

Across all interviews or organizations, it is clear that blasphemy accusations are
rarely rooted in genuine religious offense. Instead, they are frequently used as
a weapon of convenience, personal grievances, and jealousy. Accusations of-
ten stem from disputes over money, property, workplace rivalry, or internal
church politics. For example, a father-in-law falsely accused by his son-in-law,
a pastor, was targeted over internal domestic conflicts. Christians are dispro-
portionately accused, often for minor or unintended actions (e.g., mishandling
papers with Arabic text). Extremist religious groups, especially Tehreek-e-Lab-
baik Pakistan (TLP)—play a major role in fabricating and amplifying cases to
gain political traction. Increasingly, digital platforms are used to falsely implicate
Christians, particularly youth, through fake WhatsApp messages or images.

6.2 Persecution and Discrimination

While not all interviewees agree on the term “persecution,” all confirm that
Christians face widespread and systemic discrimination. Christians are
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marginalized in education, employment, and public services. Converts often
face abuse from their own families. Mob violence attacks in Gojra, Jaranwala,
Badami Bagh, and Sargodha are cited as examples where blasphemy accusa-
tions led to mob violence, burning, and displacement. Christian women and
children endure mental and physical abuse at schools, brick kilns, and work-
places. Financial discrimination is also seen as a form of persecution. CTS
notes that churches themselves sometimes ignore the poor or vulnerable, rein-
forcing internal hierarchies of power.

6.3 Political and Government Involvement

The role of state and political actors is marked by neglect, fear, and complicity,
and weak judicial and legislative action. Attempts to reform blasphemy laws
were thwarted due to extremist opposition. Mainstream parties like PML-N are
seen as supportive of hardline groups, enabling a culture of impunity. Police
often fail to act during attacks and rarely hold false accusers accountable.

6.4 The Judicial System: Biased or Threatened

Judges and courts are paralyzed by external pressure rather than evident bias
in the cases. Judges are frequently unwilling to dismiss baseless cases due to
threats from religious clerics or mobs. Cases are delayed for years, and ac-
cused individuals often remain in detention without trial. For example, in Nazir
Masih’s case, the perpetrators were released due to a weak prosecution, de-
spite strong evidence.

6.5 Treatment of Blasphemy Accused in Jail

Accused individuals are usually held in separate cells to shield them from other
inmates. Some victims, particularly women, face offers to convert or marry in
exchange for better treatment, e.g., Ruqgiya Bibi was offered conversion in jail
to ease her conditions. Conditions vary widely depending on the jailer’s attitude;
some are lenient, others hostile.

6.6 Evolving Nature of the Threat

The blasphemy law is no longer confined to religious minorities. All interviews
agree that anyone, anywhere, can be accused, and the presence of TLP sym-
pathizers throughout society has made public discourse around religion ex-
tremely dangerous.

Organizations no, they tell patterns, not show patterns in blasphemy accusa-
tions. They agree on; Firstly, Blasphemy accusations are strategic and premed-
itated. Secondly, mob violence often follows accusations. Thirdly, state institu-
tions—police, judiciary, political parties—either fail to act or are complicit. Vic-
tims suffer long-term trauma, displacement, or imprisonment. The blasphemy
law in Pakistan is a tool of systemic persecution, no longer limited to religious
minorities alone. Reform is essential, but political fear and extremist influence
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have made this increasingly difficult. The need for judicial independence, legal
reform, community education, and protection for victims is urgent and critical.

In Sum, in this summary we answer the questions: First, where do opinions in
HR organizations differ and agree? Human rights reports and legal practitioners
broadly agree that blasphemy laws are misused to settle personal disputes,
including property conflicts, rivalries, and jealousy. Both highlight the dispro-
portionate vulnerability of religious minorities, the political instrumentalization of
these laws, the absence of due process, and the severe consequences faced
by the accused, ranging from social exclusion to death. At the same time, di-
vergences appear within human rights discourse. Some lawyers acknowledge
that, although most accusations are fabricated, a minority person may be in-
volved in a genuine case, although often unintended offenses, like mistakes in
cybercrime issues. Some cases however are deliberately done by minorities, an
issue largely absent from research studies. Lawyers also stress self-reflection
within minority communities and argue that religious freedom should not extend
to deliberate insults against other faiths. Such nuances introduce perspectives
that research tends to overlook, as it focuses primarily on systemic abuse rather
than individual responsibility.

Second, question we answer: Are opinions within HR organizations helpful in
dealing with Blasphemy cases? Opinions within human rights organizations
provide useful insights but remain limited in their impact on blasphemy cases.
Their analyses highlight systemic misuse, political manipulation, and the dis-
proportionate targeting of minorities, which helps raise awareness and
strengthen international advocacy. For example, even when legal experts
demonstrate that an accusation is baseless, cases frequently continue due to
mob intimidation, biased law enforcement, or political complicity. This shows
that while human rights perspectives clarify the problem, without strong state
protection their practical effect in securing justice remains minimal. Recognition
of systemic misuse, supported by the experience of legal practitioners, puts
these cases within broader political and social contexts. The shared focus on
minority vulnerability strengthens both advocacy and international awareness,
while lawyers’ firsthand accounts highlight flaws in investigations and the influ-
ence of mob pressure. Yet, disagreements over genuine cases and community
responsibility reduce coherence in advocacy. For instance, cases have arisen
where a social media post, shared without malicious intent, was used as evi-
dence to justify accusations. Such differences in emphasis create tension within
advocacy efforts, as they blur the line between defending victims and highlight-
ing community responsibility.

Third question we answer: Are opinions in HR organizations in agreement with
the Blasphemy law cases, triggers, and reality we saw? Opinions within human
rights organizations align closely with the observed triggers and realities of blas-
phemy cases. Both lawyers and research identify personal grievances, rivalries,
property disputes, and jealousy as recurring causes of accusations. They agree
that such cases rarely stem from genuine religious offenses but are instead
shaped by political and social manipulation. There is also consent on the severe
consequences faced by the accused, including imprisonment, exile, and death,
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alongside displacement and stigma for their families. Clerics and mobs are rec-
ognized as central actors in escalating tensions and obstructing justice. The
main difference lies in emphasis: research highlights structural patterns through
statistics and case studies, while lawyers contribute practical insights regarding
community silence, flawed investigations, and the overlap of political and reli-
gious interests.

7. Conclusion

In this chapter we will answer the questions: First, are patterns visible that will
help us to mitigate risks of blasphemy law accusations? Second, are interven-
tions at present effective when dealing with Blasphemy law cases? The com-
bined insights from both research findings and interviews with human rights
lawyers reveal a consistent pattern: blasphemy accusations in Pakistan rarely
arise from genuine religious transgressions but instead emerge from personal
grievances, rivalries, property disputes, jealousy, and broader political or reli-
gious manipulation. Religious minorities remain disproportionately targeted,
facing systemic biases that leave them vulnerable to false allegations. Once an
accusation is made, public opinion, often fueled by clerics and mobs, precedes
due legal process, creating conditions where justice becomes nearly unattain-
able.

Answer to the first question: Are patterns visible that will help us to mitigate
risks of blasphemy law accusations? Recurring triggers such as property dis-
putes, professional rivalries, and political or religious manipulation indicate that
blasphemy laws are often employed as instruments of personal or communal
leverage. ldentifying these patterns allows for targeted interventions, including
the strengthening of legal safeguards, impartial investigations, systematic mon-
itoring of clerics and political actors, and community education on responsible
speech and mutual respect. Lawyers further highlight the need for greater self-
awareness within minority communities, particularly in relation to public and
online expressions, as a means of reducing unnecessary provocations. While
such measures may help mitigate risk, they cannot eliminate it entirely without
comprehensive structural reforms. The second question we answer is: Are in-
terventions at present effective when dealing with blasphemy law cases? Inter-
ventions in blasphemy cases remain limited in effectiveness. Although human
rights organizations and lawyers provide crucial legal aid and advocacy, their
efforts are constrained by mob pressure, political complicity, and weak legal
protections. Most responses occur only after accusations escalate, offering crit-
ical but reactive support that does little to alter the systemic conditions enabling
false charges and mob violence.

In conclusion, identifiable patterns in blasphemy accusations suggest avenues
for risk mitigation, yet meaningful progress depends on systemic reforms in law
enforcement, judicial independence, and political accountability. Current inter-
ventions provide vital support to the accused but remain inadequate in address-
ing the deeper structures of misuse and societal prejudice that perpetuate such
accusations.
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8. Tools to Prevent Possible Blasphemy Accusations
That Can Assist in Preventing Incidents From
Happening

8.1 Introduction

In our previous chapter, we reviewed the underlying triggers and causes behind
the occurrence of blasphemy cases in Pakistan. In this chapter, we will discuss
in detail the tools that can assist in preventing such incidents. It is important to
remember that these guiding principles are applicable to everyone within our
society. As you read, consider your role and how you can contribute to the pre-
vention of blasphemy cases in Pakistan. Following are the tools that will help us
in the prevention of blasphemy cases:

Note: Biblical passages referenced in this chapter are from the NIV translation.

8.2 Prevention measures

1) Proper Use of Social Media

We are living in a fast-paced world, where the evolution of computer networking
has not only transformed how we connect others but has also reshaped our
interactions. However, as the saying goes, “everything comes with a price,” the
world has increasingly become aware of the drawbacks of computer network-
ing through social media. These drawbacks motivate lawmakers to create and
implement new laws addressing the misuse of social media; such laws are re-
ferred to as cybercrime laws. Therefore, all the crimes happening through social
media or by the use of social media are classified as cybercrimes. Cybercrime
also includes all activities on social media that incorporate blasphemous con-
tent or defamation against any religion or faith.

a) Knowledge about Cybercrime

Unfortunately, in Pakistani society, we have ample time to use social media but
very little or no knowledge about the crimes that are occurring through its mis-
use. Such crimes are also linked with blasphemy. Blasphemy-related crimes
have become an important concern, as people use social media platforms such
as Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, email, Messenger, TikTok, Snapchat, etc.,
to express their feelings. In doing so, they unknowingly share, post, and like
information that is considered a crime.

In 2016, the National Assembly of Pakistan introduced the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crime Act (PECA). Under Section 21 of the PECA law, the use of elec-
tronic means that may result in reputational damage or a breach of privacy shall
be punishable with imprisonment of up to 7 years, or a fine that may extend up
to 5 million rupees, or both.Under Section 22, punishment of up to seven years
or a fine up to 5 million rupees, or both, has been prescribed for the offense of
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producing, distributing, or transmitting pornographic material showing under-
age girls engaged in sexually explicit conduct.

Let’s discuss some cases that have occurred in recent years due to the lack of
knowledge about cybercrime, which eventually leads to blasphemy accusa-
tions. It is essential to note that all the names used in these cases are pseudo-
nyms for safety reasons.

- Nadir and Nawaz were accused of blasphemy in 2019. They were accused
of committing blasphemy by receiving blasphemous sketches on their
WhatsApp number. Local activists claimed that they received the
blasphemous sketch from someone, but they are awaiting trial simply for
receiving the messages on social media. It is unknown whether they
forwarded the message to someone or showed it to someone who then
accused them of blasphemy.®

- Kamal was alleged to have hurt the religious sentiments of Muslims by
posting Bible verses on Facebook about animal sacrifice in 2024. Later, it
was proved that the verses had nothing to do with blasphemous remarks,
but it was a personal dispute that was converted into a blasphemy
accusation. Nonetheless, he was detained and is now in jail.?’

- Hanif was a member of a WhatsApp group and was accused of blasphemy
in 2018 for sharing a blasphemous picture in that group. When two mem-
bers of the group asked Hanif to remove the picture, he refused. His refusal
hurt the religious feelings of others, leading to a mob gathering against him.
The police filed an FIR to prevent the situation from escalating.??

In all these instances, the misuse of social media was a key factor. If the victims
of these blasphemy cases had been aware of the potential risks associated with
their actions, the situations could have been entirely different. Therefore, it is
vital to understand cybercrimes as they are often linked to blasphemy allega-
tions.

8.3 Types of Cybercrime

To keep ourselves safe, it is crucial to be aware of the types of cybercrime be-
cause it enables us to recognize potential threats and avoid risks. The following
are some types of cybercrimes:

Punjab Commission on the Status of Women. (2016). Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act.
https://pcsw.punjab.gov.pk/prevention-of-electronic-crimes-act-2016

USCIRF. (n.d.). Sunny Mushtaq. United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom. https://uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/sunny-
mushtaq

# The Friday Times. (2023, July 13). Sarghoda Police Arrest Christian Man On Blasphemy
Charges. The Friday Times. https://www.thefridaytimes.com/13-Jul-2023/sarghoda-police-
arrest-christian-man-on-blasphemy-charges

22 The Voice Society. (2018). Report On Patras Masih Blasphemy Case 2018. The Voice Soci-
ety. https://www.thevoicesociety.org/report-on-patras-masih-blasphemy-case-2018/
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1. Cyber bullying

Cyber bullying refers to mocking or threatening someone by using their picture,
sending messages, or posting comments on the internet. This can involve
mocking a religious figure or a sacred place, as happened in Hanif’'s case,
where it was claimed that he was an active member of a WhatsApp group and
shared a picture mocking a sacred place. This is actually cyber bullying and can
lead the victim to face serious consequences. Therefore, it is important to avoid
bullying on social media.?®

2. Hacking

Hacking is one of the most common types of cybercrime. It refers to the illegal
use of someone’s data, profile account, email, website, etc., without their con-
sent through the internet. Hacking can be used to misuse someone’s social
media account and send offensive material in their name, which could lead to a
blasphemy case. To avoid hacking, one should keep strong privacy settings,
refrain from adding and replying to unknown people on social media accounts,
and avoid clicking on any unknown links received.?

3. Identity Theft

Identity theft refers to using someone’s personal and financial information with-
out their consent to create a fake account. Through identity theft, someone’s
name and personal information can be used to create a fraudulent account,
which can later be used for illegal activities, including blasphemy or spreading
offensive material. To prevent identity theft, avoid sharing personal information
on social media.?®

4. Cyber Stalking

Cyber stalking refers to harassing someone through the internet. It includes ac-

tivities like:

- Monitoring someone’s actions or threatening them.

- Using the internet to distort someone’s character and make it public.

- Tempting someone into a sexual relationship by offering financial or other
incentives.

- Using the internet to disclose someone’s personal information without their
consent.

- Using the internet to falsely accuse someone of blasphemy or threatening
them with such false accusations.

Through cyber stalking, a person may be threatened with being trapped in a
blasphemy case for personal gain. Sometimes, people become victims of cyber

% NR3C. (n.d.). Cyber Crime Categories. National Response Centre for Cyber Crime.
https://nr3c.gov.pk/crimecategorie.html

# Ibid.
% Ibid.
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stalking by indulging in unnecessary conversations or offensive comments on
social media. Therefore, it is important to keep yourself safe by avoiding hateful
comments, messages, and conversations. One should also avoid threatening
or exposing someone’s personal information on social media.?®

5. Spoofing

Spoofing refers to deceiving someone over the internet or social media to steal
their personal information, data, or money. Fake emails or messages on Face-
book are often received, and by clicking a link, information can be shared.
Sometimes, messages are received on mobile phones asking for a PIN code or
prompting the user to click on a link. If the PIN code is entered or the link is
clicked, the information or money can be stolen. Sometimes, a slight change is
made to an email address to create a fake account, which is then used to de-
ceive people. Spoofing can also be used in blasphemy cases by tricking some-
one into providing their personal information. This information could later be
used to take revenge or fulfill malicious purposes against that person, including
trapping them in a blasphemy case.

There are numerous types of cybercrime, but the above-mentioned types are
particularly related to blasphemy. One can use any of these methods to ensnare
a person. Hence, it is essential to know about cybercrime and the ways in which
you can be trapped by it. However, knowledge of cybercrime is incomplete
without using that knowledge to protect ourselves. Privacy settings are practi-
cal steps we can take to keep our social media accounts safe.?’

8.4 Privacy on Social Media Apps

To avoid unnecessary interactions, it is essential to implement privacy on social
media applications. Almost every social media application has privacy settings,
which help the user keep their social media account safe. It is important to re-
view the settings options when creating a social media account. Privacy set-
tings include multiple options such as using a strong password, choosing who
can view your profile, locking the account, etc. It is also crucial to monitor your
children’s activities. Strong privacy settings are essential tools to prevent inter-
ference in your social media account, which helps reduce the chances of being
falsely accused of blasphemy. On the other hand, parents should be aware of
their children’s activities on social media to ensure their families stay safe.

8.5 Advice for Parents

The internet bridges the gap between societies, but careless use of it can be
extremely dangerous. Teenagers, in particular, enjoy exploring new things with-
out realizing that their actions may cause trouble for themselves and their com-
munities. They are the easy targets of manipulators on social media. Resources

% National Assembly of Pakistan. (2016, August 11). The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act,
2016. https://www.na.gov.pk/uploads/documents/1470910659_707.pdf

7 Ibid.
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indicate that Adnan was 18 years old boy who had at WhatsApp group on social
media where his class fellows accused him of blasphemy just because he re-
fuses to convert. Adnan’s parents were unaware of the situation that what their
so was going through at college and they came to know the whole situation
when police arrived home to arrest the young boy.?® Youngsters are the assets
of our society, and every parent should remember that it is their responsibility
to supervise their children’s activities and guide them toward becoming respon-
sible citizens.

Here are some tips parents can follow to keep their families and communities
safe:

- Parents must keep an eye on their children’s social media activities.

- Never allow your children to make social media accounts.

- Teach your children not to engage in unnecessary conversations on social
media.

- Set a time limit for your children’s social media use.

- If your child has social media accounts, regularly check their activities,
including who they interact with, who is in their friend list, and what kind of
comments they are posting on social media.

- Hold regular family discussions during evening teatime to have healthy
conversations about the use of social media.

- Educate your children about the risks and dangers associated with social
media and how it can negatively impact them and their society.

- Encourage your children to discuss their thoughts on social media and
motivate them to become responsible individuals for their society.

- Educate your children not to share their social media passwords with their
friends or close ones, as this can lead to misuse.

- Educate your children not to trust strangers on social media.

- Build trust with your children and reassure them that they can always rely
on you for guidance. Encourage them to share any problems with you if
they face any issues on social media.

The tools mentioned above can help parents keep an eye on their children while
they use social media. However, it is equally important for adults to set a good
example. Social media interactions, especially among older generations, can
sometimes spiral into dangerous conversations, which can put individuals at
risk of false accusations, including those related to blasphemy. Effective com-
munication is one of the most important tools in protecting oneself from such
allegations.

8.6 Using Good Communication Skills

It is said that “Communication is the bridge between confusion and clarity.”
(Anonymous) What, who, where, and how we speak not only determines the

% Morning Star News. (2024, March 12). Christian in Pakistan accused of blasphemy for re-
fusing to convert, he says. Christian Daily International. https://www.christian-
daily.com/news/christian-in-pakistan-accused-of-blasphemy-for-not-converting
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intensity of our words but also influences how the other person perceives them.
Pakistan has a rich culture of verbal communication. People generally like to
interact with one another, even when it is not always appropriate. For example,
two men sitting on a bus may share their thoughts on politics, sports, or reli-
gious beliefs. In such discussions, particularly in religious conversations, people
often get involved in heated debates that can take a dangerous turn and lead
to trouble for them, their families, and their community. Therefore, there is a
need to teach communication skills so people can learn how to communicate
effectively within their society.

a) How to communicate within the community

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear.” (Ephesians 4:29)

The word of God teaches us about the power and strength of words and
encourages us to use them wisely in the right context, and at the right time. Our
words should be constructive, offering encouragement and positive impact.
They must have the power to benefit, encourage, and uplift the listener. In doing
so, the listener can experience the same grace we have received from God. It
is the responsibility of our government, humanitarian organizations, and
religious institutions to teach and encourage people to respect each other’s
religious beliefs and avoid hateful discussions to maintain harmony and
peaceful coexistence among individuals of diverse beliefs. For example, The
Building Up Institution holds sessions on teaching people how to communicate
safely within their society and create a peaceful environment. These sessions
not only help people understand the importance of effective communication but
also promote a peaceful atmosphere by teaching people how to navigate
sensitive topics like religion.

Elements to Consider When Engaging in Religious Discussions:

- Proverbs 20:3 says, “It is an honor for a person to cease from strife; but
every fool quarrels.” Do not try to convince people to accept your religious
beliefs. Instead, share your beliefs respectfully. This helps avoid offensive
attitudes toward each other.

- Observe the intentions of the person asking religious questions.

- Consider the place, environment, person, and reason for the religious
discussion. If the setting, environment, or intentions of the inquirer are inap-
propriate, you can respond in the following ways:

- You have every right to say, “I do not want to answer,” to anyone urging
you to engage in a religious discussion.

- You can say that the question is irrelevant, and you do not want to
answer.

- You can admit that you have little or no knowledge on the topic and will
share your response after consulting with your pastor.

- You can ask them for the reason behind their question.

- You can suggest discussing it in a more appropriate setting.
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- Accept common religious beliefs and do not try to impose your beliefs on
others.

- Always leave challenging questions for the listener to reflect on. For exam-
ple, if someone asks why you celebrate Eid if you’re not fasting, ask them
if they believe Eid is only about fasting.

It is everyone’s responsibility to communicate in a way that brings comfort to
the listener. Our humble tone and wise decisions benefit us and help create
harmony among communities.

8.7 Creating Harmony Among Communities

A healthy society contributes significantly to the mental and physical well-being
of its citizens. One of the key components of a healthy society is fostering har-
mony among its communities. In Pakistan, societies are diverse and follow
strong cultural values; yet religious intolerance among certain groups hinders
the harmony and peaceful coexistence of people. To understand the need for
solidarity for the well-being of society, we must reflect on our purpose in this
world.

a) Understand your calling

It is written in the Bible: “But... you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). According to
these verses, we are called to witness God to the ends of the earth. The ques-
tion is, what does it mean to be a witness of God, and what is it like to embody
God’s witness? Ephesians 4:1-2 says, “...l urge you to live a life worthy of the
calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.” This verse shows that being a witness of God means
representing Him to the world through our actions. If we wish to follow this call-
ing, we must be humble, gentle, patient, and loving toward one another. We are
not here to spread anger and frustration; instead, we are called to love our fellow
communities. We can share this love by walking in wisdom, as Proverbs 15:22
states: “Plans fail when there is no counsel, but with abundant advisers, they
are established.” Having abundant advisers provides valuable suggestions and
advice, making it beneficial to remain connected with influential people who can
offer guidance during challenging times.

b) Stay in contact with influential persons in the area

A significant tool for preventing and managing incidents (even after they occur)
is maintaining good relationships with influential people in your area. These in-
dividuals not only serve as mediators between the community and police but
also offer valuable advice and assistance in handling difficult situations. They
can use their influence to manage issues and maintain order in society. For ex-
ample, in 2012, Jamil was accused by Hamid, who claimed that he and his
friend Danish found a small pamphlet with blasphemous content near a bound-
ary wall. The entire colony was under threat due to this incident. Police arrest
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huge number of people but thanks to the intervention of local influential persons
and police the situation was resolved.”

¢) Religious Harmony seminars and social meetings within communities

Government and private institutions, along with influential people in the area,
can organize brotherhood gatherings, seminars, social meetings, or dinners to
discuss local issues and encourage people to live in solidarity. These gatherings
can also take place at village “Girgas” and “Panchiyat,” where conflicts are set-
tled and people can share their thoughts on various topics. Religious clerics
should play a vital role in promoting harmony, teaching communities to accept,
help, and support each other in times of conflict. They can also deliver sermons
on brotherhood within mosques and churches. Pastors and church committees
can arrange meetings with Muslim clerics, where both groups can work to-
gether to plan responses to blasphemy cases in their societies. It is essential to
remember that we are united as one, and spreading peace throughout the
country is our shared responsibility. Educational institutions also play an essen-
tial role in fostering harmony among people.

8.8 Spreading Awareness in Educational Sectors

Education provides awareness and consciousness, helping individuals under-
stand, think, and react to things happening around them. It also empowers peo-
ple to make informed decisions. Educational institutions play a key role in
spreading harmony and awareness about blasphemy, as they have the power
to shape young minds toward love and acceptance. Educational sectors can
take the following steps to create a healthy, unified environment:

a) Harmony lessons in schools

The government and private educational sectors can introduce lessons on hu-
man rights, religious tolerance, shared values such as compassion, kindness,
and brotherhood. These lessons could also cover virtues of different religions,
basic human rights, and state laws, so students understand these concepts
and their significance in society.

b) Celebrating and appreciating religious diversity in Pakistan

The government and educational sectors can celebrate religious events to
honor religious diversity in Pakistan.

9 Pakistan Christian Post. (2023, July 18). Pakistan: Third Blasphemy Case in a Month Sparks
Unrest, Christians Fear for Safety in Sargodha. Pakistan Christian Post.
https://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/head-line-news-details/7813
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c) Debates and seminars on religious tolerance

Educational institutions can organize debates and seminars on religious tole-
rance and harmony to help students recognize the value of humanity and
promote acceptance.

d) Humanity-based activities

Educational sectors should include humanity-based activities in their syllabi,
encouraging students to engage in voluntary tasks such as helping others cross
the road, caring for weaker classmates, and saving money for charity.

We must remember that education’s purpose is not only to equip individuals
with knowledge but also to provide a framework for preparing ethical and res-
ponsible citizens. Unfortunately, there is a lack of foundational education on
fostering fair and ethical practices in our system, leading to law enforcement
agencies—particularly the police—lacking proper skills in dealing with the pub-
lic.

8.9 Spreading Awareness in the Police Sector

Each year, a significant number of blasphemy cases occur in Pakistan, and the
police are the first institution involved in such cases. The police play a crucial
role in handling blasphemy cases; their actions can change the course of a
case. It is important for the government to organize training sessions for police
officers, helping them understand how to handle these cases effectively, both
before and after incidents. For example, in 2024, Faiz’s second wife eloped with
someone from the area, and the accuser claimed that he went to a peer who
advised him to burn holy verses to get his wife back. However, Faiz denied
burning the pages. The police arrived two hours later and dug up the area where
the pages were supposed to be buried, but they found nothing. Unfortunately,
the police stopped cooperating with Faiz’s family under pressure from feudal
lords.*®

The government should organize seminars and training for police officers to
teach them how to handle blasphemy cases, control mobs, maintain profes-
sionalism when dealing with victims, and safeguard the accused. Furthermore,
meetings between the police and lawyers should be arranged to provide police
officers with knowledge about blasphemy laws and the rights of victims.

8.10 Spreading Awareness on Legal Advocacy

One drawback in our society is the lack of knowledge about legal rights. When
blasphemy occurs, most people do not know where to turn or how to handle
legal issues. Humanitarian organizations, the government, and religious institu-
tions can help spread awareness by organizing advocacy sessions and semi-
nars in educational institutions, churches, mosques, and other sectors. Local

80 Akhtar, A. M. (2007). Claas Annual Report 2007: My Grace is Sufficient for the, For My
Strength Is Made Perfect In Weakness. Centre Legal Aid Assistance & Settlement, 33-34.
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lawyers can collaborate with these institutions to provide advice on human hu-
man rights laws, blasphemy laws, and the PECA law, and provide advice for
legal help in blasphemy cases. Lawyers should also be included in the peace
committees. Their inclusion can help both the police and religious leaders un-
derstand the legalities of blasphemy cases and assist in guiding the case in a
better direction. Apart from the above-mentioned institutions, every person is
responsible for keeping themselves and their community safe.

8.11 Other Safety Measures

According to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Theory after physiological needs,
one of the essential needs of every human being is safety.®' Apart from the state,
every person is responsible for keeping themselves and their community safe.
There are some safety measures that can save us from getting involved in diffi-
cult situations. These safety measures are as follows:

- Do not buy a SIM card in your name for anyone, not even for your family
members. This is essential because the person using the SIM could
potentially misuse it to trap you. If anyone sends insulting messages or
derogatory remarks from that number, you could be held responsible for it
since the SIM is registered in your name.

- Avoid religious discussions on social media. This includes hateful
comments on blasphemy incidents.

- Avoid commenting, sharing, or liking provocative religious videos or posts
on social media.

- Avoid keeping videos related to religious turmoil, as such videos can cause
conflict and create a provocative environment.

- If your account is hacked or you are facing any threat or identity theft on
social media, fill out an application form on the cybercrime website
www.nr3c.gov.pK. It is important to note that this application can serve as
evidence in your defense if someone falsely accuses you of blasphemy
through malicious activities on your social media account.

- If you face any threat regarding blasphemy, always approach lawyers for
legal advice.

- If you are under threat of blasphemy, approach and discuss the matter with
your pastor or a trustworthy, influential person in your community. Due to
their respectable reputation in the community, they can help resolve
conflicts through the intervention of the police and peace committees.

- Do not share a hotspot with an unknown person, as they can trace your IP
address and use it to trap you in a false blasphemy case.

- Do not instantly respond to any pop-up message, link, website, or email
address. There is always a danger of spoofing through those links.

- Avoid responding to unknown calls and messages.

- If you receive any derogatory message through known or unknown sources
and the sender demands you to send that message back to them, never

8 Abraham, M. H. (2019). A psychological research that helped Changed the field for good: A
Theory of Human Motivation. General Press.
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send that message back to them. Sometimes honey traps lead to serious
consequences. In 2023, the NRHC presented a report claiming that a
pattern can be seen where some individuals pretended to be female and
contacted particular persons through fake Facebook IDs or WhatsApp,
leading to entrapment in a honey trap. Then, they shared objectionable
content, including blasphemous and pornographic pictures, and asked the
victim to resend it to them. Once the victim resends the objectionable
material, they accuse them of blasphemy. According to reports, there are
almost 400 such cases happening in Pakistan, and a whole network is
involved in it.* Therefore, to keep ourselves secure, we need to avoid such
interactions on social sites.

Do not keep the same password for all social media accounts, and change
your passwords every three to four months.

Avoid sharing your photos and passwords.

Do not use free Wi-Fi in public places. Your phones are easily accessible
by using open Wi-Fi.

Refrain from giving your phone to unknown people. They can misuse it.
Never share, post, or comment on anything on social media accounts that
are offensive and could hurt the religious feelings of others. In 2024, Hamid
was alleged to have hurt religious sentiments by posting Bible verses two
days before Eid-ul-Azha on Facebook about animal sacrifice®.

Do not make, share, or post videos of any incident related to blasphemy
cases because it is a crime to cause turbulence and create turmoil in
society. In 2024, a prominent blasphemy case occurred in Pakistan, and
Faizan posted the video of that incident on Tik-Tok, which led to the burning
of houses, and the news went viral. He was later arrested by the police®.

If you notice suspicious activities in your residential area, such as burned
or torn sacred pages at your doorstep or religious pamphlets on the floor,
inform the police immediately. It can be a trap to accuse you of blasphemy.
You can write an application to the police office and keep a copy. That
application can serve as evidence in your favor. Another possibility is to ask
a Muslim neighbor to take up these papers and dispose of them for you.

If you receive any threats on social media or in writing, save the threatening
material and do not remove it. The threatened material can help you prove
your innocence.

If, in case, you post something which is legal by law but hurts the feelings
of others, remove the post immediately.

Always contact the responsible police officer who can help you deal with
the case.

Never argue with the accuser. Arguments often turn into heated
conversations and can be dangerous.
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- It is essential for every person to know their legal rights by reading books,
articles, or remaining on good terms with law enforcement agency.®

% Tahir Bashir & Liagat John, interview by Building Up Staff, NCCP, February 7, 2025.
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9. Important Guiding Steps to Follow When Blasphemy
Incidents Take Place

9.1 Introduction

Our previous chapter explained in detail how we can prevent blasphemy cases
from occurring. It provided several important instructions and suggestions for
the government, other institutions, and individuals to follow to create a peaceful
and harmonious society. However, despite focusing on preventive measures
against blasphemy, we know that there is always a hanging sword of blasphemy
law on us, and we cannot flee from the dangers this law presents. Therefore, it
is crucial for us to understand what steps we should take if we are accused of
blasphemy. In this chapter, we will review the guiding steps one should follow
when accused of blasphemy. The following are the guiding steps that will help
the accused person and their family to further protect themselves:

9.2 Move to a Safe Place

Religion is one of the most sensitive and powerful aspects of life in South Asia.
In Pakistani society, individuals are highly sensitive when it comes to religious
matters. It is not necessarily about whether a person practices their religion
correctly, but rather about how others perceive the respect or disrespect for
their beliefs. Consequently, if someone is accused of blasphemy, it is often
viewed as an insult to the religious feelings of the community, which can result
in serious consequences for the accused. A victim of blasphemy must keep in
mind that he cannot convince people of his/her innocence because in people’s
eyes, he is a criminal, not a victim. Therefore, when you find out that you are
accused of blasphemy, do not stay in the same place to explain to people that
you are innocent. Instead, after being accused of blasphemy, the foremost step
is to keep yourself safe. Before the mob gathers to harm you, it is essential to
move to a safe place, which can be the house of a trustworthy person, or any
other safe place where people cannot approach you.

Moving to a safe place can also be seen in the Bible. Numbers 35:9-15 says
“Then the Lord said to Moses: Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When
you cross the Jordan into Canaan, select some towns to be your cities of refuge,
to which a person who has killed someone accidentally may flee. They will be
places of refuge from the avenger, so that anyone accused of murder may not
die before they stand trial before the assembly. These six towns you give will
be your cities of refuge. Give three on this side of the Jordan and three in Ca-
naan as cities of refuge. These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites
and for foreigner’s residing among them, so that anyone who has killed another
accidentally can flee there.” In this Bible passage, we see an example where
people were allowed to run to the cities of refuge if they commit any uninten-
tional murder. The murderers remain there before trial. What was the reason for
this law? There is a significant placement of these six cities. There were three
cities on each side of the Jordan River that provided accessibility from all points
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of the land, and there was equal accessibility to these cities by all people of the
land. These people could be free citizens, sojourners, or temporary aliens. This
provision is God’s grace, which is provided to all persons under one Law.*

It shows that God was concerned for the safety of the people who were living
in his chosen land and not just that he was gracious enough to protect the lives
of the people living under his laws. God gave this law so people could learn to
respect human life and not just respect their lives, but respect others’ lives too.
Another reason is that people could learn to guard against anger and promote
kindness.*” This passage also gives a connotation that unintentional murder
was not forbidden, instead, the murderer can stay and wait at the asylum city
for trial, which means that his crime was not ignored but he got time to save his
life until fair trial.

Therefore, we can conclude that the cities were strategically placed on both
sides of the Jordan River by ensuring equal accessibility for all people. Further-
more, this law was designed not only to protect individuals but also reflects
God’s deep concern for the well-being and moral development of His people.
Such profound concern of God for the well- being of humanity gives an impres-
sion of the immense value he places on the life of each person. This under-
standing calls us to recognize the importance of life and the responsibility we
have as stewards of God’s creation. As stewards, we are entrusted with the
duty to protect both our own lives and the lives of others, recognizing that life
is a precious and invaluable gift from God. It is essential that we uphold this
responsibility by prioritizing safety of our lives by reflecting on God’s regard for
human life.

After exploring the biblical view of moving to a safe place we can see that an-
other place an accused person can take shelter is the police station. If a person
gets blamed for blasphemy and is stuck in an unfavorable situation and does
not know where to go, then it is also good to move to the police station for the
sake of your safety. The Church in Chains report claims that in the case of
Sawan Masih after burning 180 houses, a number of shops and 2 Churches the
mob threatened the people that they would burn Christians in their homes un-
less they left, so they all fled and in result hundreds of families were displaced.
The case of Sawan Masih is a perfect example that in such incidents one of the
wisest decisions is to flee from the place of incident and more to the safe
place.®®

9.3 Safety Protocols for Mob violence

Do not run if you are stuck in a mob. If you are accused of blasphemy, observe
the place and people around you at the time of the incident. Usually, there are

%  Gaebelein, F. E. (1990). The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1002.

87 Bertram, R. A. (1996). The Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary. Baker Book, Grand Rapids,
609.

% Church in Chains. (2022, April 22). Sawan Masih. Church in Chains. https://www.church-
inchains.ie/prisoner-profiles/sawan-masih/
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three types of people that can cause problems for the victim. Firstly, religious
extremists provoke the crowd to harm your life. Secondly, to prove themselves
right, they might stir up the mob to attack you. Thirdly, the people who want to
take advantage of the situation can provoke the crowd against you.

In such a situation the emotionally active and provoked mob can be harmful
and cause you damage. So, it is essential to take the following steps in case
you are stuck in mob

- Stay calm

- Observe the people and place around you

- Try to identify an escape route

- Look for barriers to hide behind

- Do not fight back

- If you need to defend yourself, use minimal force

- Call for help if you feel stuck and cannot run

- Get help from a human rights organization that handles such cases

In case you are afraid of getting in police custody, then it is good to run to
human rights organizations that deal with such cases, they will get you arrested
by police, in this way there are minimum chances of police abuse on you. In a
recent interview, legal advisors from a Humanitarian Organization shared that
one of the main accusers of the Jaranwala Incident fled from the place of inci-
dent and hide him. Later he contacted their organization to provide him safety
so the Organization took the first step to inform the police. She mentioned one
of the two main reasons for getting him arrested is the safety of the accuser and
his family which cannot be attained without the intervention of police. This ex-
ample is a clear picture of how one must handover them over to police for the
sake of their safety.*

9.4 Safety in Police Custody

Another important guideline is to contact the police at the time of accusation.
There are high chances of safety if you call the police on Police emergency
number 15, at the place of the incident. While, if you are accused of blasphemy
and the accuser or anyone from the mob calls the police, it is a safer option.
There are two reasons for this course of action. Being in police custody will help
to protect you from mob violence and your arrest will prevent you from arresting
any other member of your family. Sometimes when an accused person flees
from the place of the incident and hides him/herself from the fear of mob and
police, the police deliberately arrest any other member or close relative of the
family in order to reach the accused person. It is also important to note that if
one person from the family is accused of blasphemy, the rest of the family must
relocate from the place of living to keep themselves safe. There are following
suggestions which an accuser’s family that is fleeing:

% Rubina, interview by Building Up Staff, CLAAS, January 15, 2025.
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1. Prefer to leave the place at once

- Itis important to avoid unnecessary explanations
- Leave the place immediately, and take important belongings (documents)
and flee as soon as possible.

2. Choose safest place for yourself

- ltisideal to seek your trusted relatives or friends who live outside your area.

- Do not take refuge in the neighborhood because there is always a risk of
mob attack.

- Avoid main routes to get off the place so the mob could not chase you.

3. Immediately Contact humanitarian organizations or relevant Church

There are a number of Humanitarian organizations such as the Centre for Legal
Aid, Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS). National Centre for Justice and Peace
(NCJP), Cecil& Iris Chaudhry Foundation, Human Friends Organization (HFO),
Legal Evangelical Association Development etc. The contacts of these Organi-
zations can be taken from Google. These organizations assist in providing

Shelter

Legal representation
Food and medical needs
Safe relocation options

4. Contact Church Networks Immediately

Contact your local pastor about the incident. Local pastors remain in contact
with honorable members of the society that will eventually help you to get out
of the situation. Sometimes peace committees resolve the issues by the help of
local pastors.

According to a report presented by Amnesty,

In cognizable blasphemy cases (other than Sections 295-A and 298) the
police are permitted to arrest the accused without a warrant. The relatives
of individuals charged with blasphemy also risk arbitrary detention by the
police. An example can be seen in the case of Usman Arsalan (pseudonym),
a Christian man from Punjab currently charged under Sections 295-A, 295-
B and 295-C. According to his family, in 2013 he went into hiding as soon
as he heard an FIR had been lodged against him by a man, believed by
them, and Usman Arsalan’s lawyer, to have links with the banned organisa-
tion Jamat ud Dawah.75 Usman Arsalan’s relatives were also arrested by
police without any legal basis and questioned about his whereabouts. His
brother said, “My aunty and uncle were arrested by the fourth day when the
police could not find my brother. A few days after their arrest, they also
detained me and my mother. We were detained for 32 days until they found
and arrested Usman. Sometimes when | was asleep the police would wake
me up hurling abuses and asking if | thought | was in my mother’s house.
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They beat me up frequently and asked me to tell them where Arsalan was.
Sometimes they told me | should be burnt and killed.*

The above-mentioned statement makes it clear that law enforcement agencies
can get your family arrested. Therefore, it is safe to be in police custody be-
cause the police can arrest the accuser’s family. Moreover, the accuser is con-
sidered safe under police custody as they are responsible for ensuring the
safety and protection of the accuser. We can see a clear example of safety and
being in police custody in the case of Sawan Masih. According to the report
presented by Church in Chains one of the accusers named Sawan Masih was
accused of blasphemy and a mob of over 3000 Muslims went on strike to arrest
Sawan and torched 180 homes and 75 shops and two Churches. Reports claim
that Sawan was arrested by police, and his trial was held in prison due to secu-
rity concerns.”’

9.5 Never Accept to Committing Blasphemy

If a person is accused of blasphemy and is forced by either accusers or law
enforcement agencies to confess, it is essential to remain firm in truth. If you
have not committed the crime, then do not give any statement under pressure
to accept false accusations. Instead, remain consistent and firm in stating that
you are innocent and have no knowledge of who may be responsible. Repeating
this truth calmly and clearly is essential to protecting yourself from false accu-
sations.

9.6 Stay Calm and Take Control of Your Nerves

Being falsely accused of blasphemy, the natural reactions of any human being
are fear, panic, and despair. You may feel that every area of your life is collaps-
ing in front of your eyes. It is understandable that staying calm in such a situa-
tion might seem impossible. However, panicking or reacting aggressively can
make the situation worse. Often in such situations the law enforcement agen-
cies use emotional outbursts which make it even harder for the accused person
to defend himself. In such a situation it is crucial to stay composed as it allows
you to think clearly and respond wisely. The case of Mashal Khan is a clear
example of the dangers of mob lynching. According to al Jazera Mashal Khan,
23, was attacked and killed by a mob on the campus of a university in Mardan,
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, following a dormitory debate about religion.*?

While it may not be easy to focus on faith and patience, we must remember that
God tests our faith in times of trouble. Let us see an example from the Bible. It

%0 Amnesty International. (2016, May 28). Amnesty: As Good as Dead. Amnesty International.

https://www.amnesty.org/fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ASA3351362016ENGLISH.pdf
' Church in Chains. (2022, April 22). Sawan Masih. Church in Chains.
https://www.churchinchains.ie/prisoner-profiles/sawan-masih/
Reuters. (2019, March 21). Pakistan Convicts Two Over Mashal Khan Blasphemy Lynching
Case. Al Jazeera. https://aljazeera.com/news/2019/3/21/pakistan-convicts-two-over-
mashal-khan-blasphemy-lynching-case
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is written in Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed,
for | am your God. | will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my
righteous right hand”. Chapter 40-41 of Isaiah belongs to the era when the peo-
ple of Judah were in exile of Babylonians. It was a time of distress and hope-
lessness, but during that time of agony, God as a redeemer of people provides
hope and comfort to His broken-hearted nation. He said to them that they do
not need to be afraid of anything happening around them because He is with
them. He consoles them with His words that they must not be dismayed be-
cause He is their God. He does not promise them that they will not get into any
trouble anymore; He promises them that He will strengthen and help them in
times of turmoil. These encouraging words from God are a great hope for the
Pakistani community that their God will be with them in the midst of storms.
Therefore, His people must not lose hope when they get into difficult situations.
Instead, they should keep faith that their strength and help come from their
heavenly Father who neither forgot them nor left them alone in agony.

9.7 Never Sign a Document

When involved in blasphemy cases, it is essential to thoroughly read all docu-
ments before signing them. If you do not understand any part of the document
or are unable to read, then never sign it. Always consent with your lawyer or the
relevant humanitarian organization before signing any paper. Even if prison au-
thorities pressure you unlawfully to sign, then make every effort to avoid signing
the papers. The document could potentially be designed to trap you further on
in the case. Always ensure that you fully understand the purpose of signing any
document. If necessary, consult a trusted individual who can be an agent or
lawyer from a humanitarian organization to help you understand the document
before you sign it.

9.8 Keep the Case Low Profile

After being accused of blasphemy, never post or share pictures and videos
about your case on social media. Sometimes victims attempt to use social me-
dia to raise their voices against false accusations while others who are driven
by emotions call upon communities to protest against false blasphemy accusa-
tions. A couple of Christian advocates shared that “In some cases, individuals
may unknowingly commit a crime under the PECA Law by sharing content in-
tended to raise awareness. PECA Law is an official Pakistan Electronic Criminal
Act passed by the Government of Pakistan in 2016. The main purpose of this
act is to control crimes committed through social media. This Law outlines the
online illegal behaviors and what punishments will be given. According to PECA
Law sharing blasphemous material, harassment and cyber bullying or passing
hateful comments is illegal. It also prohibited the spreading of false information,
violating someone’s privacy or using social media for extremism or terrorism.
Each of these laws are punishable by law and the punishment for violating this
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law is 6 months to 7 years with fine.** Under Section 10 of the PECA Law, it is
illegal and punishable by up to seven years of imprisonment. It is unlawful to
spread fear and panic among the public because such videos are spreading
extremist propaganda to incite violence. The punishment of this crime is 7 years
imprisonment”.* The example of the intensity of sharing pictures and videos on
social media can be seen in the case of Ashraf. According to The Diplomat
magazine, “Earlier this year, a 22-year-old Christian named Ashraf (pseudonym)
was sentenced to death by a local court in Southern Punjab for carrying blas-

phemous images in his mobile phone”.**

Such social media posts not only violate the law but also create trouble for vic-
tims and police to manage the situation. Additionally, these cases can provoke
religious tensions and stimulate the religious extremists to stand against the
victim which makes it difficult for law and order authorities to handle the case.
UCA News presents a report about Asia Bibi’'s case where it is claimed that
“The extraordinary coverage by both media and non-governmental organiza-
tions has attracted unnecessary attention. This has resulted in fierce opposition
from religious groups. The courts have freed Christians accused of blasphemy
in the past but the celebrities, associated with our case, have caused more hype
than help”.* Therefore, it is crucial to ensure personal safety and maintain social
harmony by refraining from using social media to discuss or spread information
about blasphemy cases.

9.9 Contact Humanitarian Organizations

God provides help for His people in many ways, and one of the most effective
forms of assistance for those affected by false blasphemy cases comes from
humanitarian organizations. These organizations prioritize humanity above all
else, regardless of religion, ethnicity, race, or social status, they are dedicated
to treating all individuals equally. Different organizations have different roles in
helping and assisting people, but mostly their work is centered on three key
elements: providing shelter, addressing the basic needs of individuals such as
food and security, and offering legal aid. When you are accused of blasphemy
and you fear going to the police, then take help from a human rights organiza-
tion.

When involved in a blasphemy case, it is crucial to carefully choose the organ-
ization you want to assist you in your case and reflect on why you select that
particular organization. As these organizations are there to assist with your

3 WPC. (2016). The Prevention of Electronic Crime Act 2016. Women'’s Parliamentary Caucus.

https://wpc.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Prevention-of-Electronic-Crime-Act-
2016.pdf

4 Tahir Bashir & Liagat John, interview by Building Up Staff, NCCP, February 7, 2025.
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% Chaudhary, K. (2017, March 17). Asia Bibi’'s High-Profile Blasphemy Case Takes Its Toll.
Union of Catholic Asian News. https://ucanews.com/news/asia-bibis-high-profile-
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case, it is important to be truthful. This transparency in your dealings will help
you in your legal proceedings. One of the higher officials of a humanitarian or-
ganization shared that, it is advisable to engage with one organization at a time,
the frequent change can be dangerous for your legal proceedings. While main-
taining a consistent relationship with a single organization can help ensure a
more focused and effective approach.*” Therefore, it is necessary to maintain
honesty and consistency in dealing with such organizations. Seeking help from
humanitarian organizations can prove to be a lifeline in the time of crisis.

9.10 Share Your Issues With Legal Authorities

After accusations of blasphemy, the police will keep you in confinement until
you prove innocent. Once you are in confinement, you may have to face some
issues related to the treatment of fellow prisoners and prison authorities. In-
stead of dealing with the problems by yourself or getting worried about your
situation, it is good to update the relevant lawyer so he could provide legal help
to you. According to the report of Church in chain one of the accusers of blas-
phemy named Zaffar Bhatti was given two given two young Christian men in his
cell to effectively act as bodyguards, as he has been attacked many times by
the security guard and fellow prisoners. Zafar Bhatti would never be able to get
the security if he would not share his issue with legal authorities. Therefore, it is
advised to share such issues with legal authorities so they could help you during
the confinement period.*®

9.11 Avoid Exposing Your Case in Confinement

During confinement under blasphemy cases, never share your reason for being
in jail with your fellows. It is also crucial to remember that the accused person
must keep his trials private and never share them publicly. There are multiple
reasons for avoiding sharing and keeping the trials private at the time of being
in confinement.

Many prisoners hold strong religious beliefs and when they get to know that
someone is accused of blasphemy, they often react with hatred and discrimi-
nation. Some prisoners consider killing blasphemous people a way to earn re-
ligious merit. In the case of Zaffar Bhatti who was accused of sending deroga-
tory remarks in a text message and was in confinement once his fellow prison-
ers and police guards came to know that he is accused of blasphemy they tried
to kill him.* There are many other cases where the accused persons were at-
tacked, tortured, and killed by fellow prisoners or extremists One of the draw-
backs of sharing the reason for being in confinement is that the fellow prisoners
may isolate, humiliate or abuse a person accused of blasphemy. If prison staff

47 Sharen, interview by Building Up Staff, HFO, November 18, 2024.

8 Church in Chains. (2025, January 22). Pakistan: Zafar Bhatti’s health worsens in prison.
Church in Chains. https://churchinchains.ie/news-by-country/south-asia/pakistan/pakistan-
zafar-bhattis-health-worsens-as-long-wait-for-justice-continues/

“ Ibid.
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develop personal grudges due to the nature of the case, they might try to delay
legal proceedings or create further hurdles for the accused person. If the details
of trials become public, they stimulate the accuser, mob and religious extrem-
ists which can harm you physically and can cause troubles in early trials. Ac-
cording to VOA News, Last week, a police officer in the southwestern city of
Quetta shot and killed a 52-year-old hotel owner who was being held in custody
on blasphemy allegations.*® Therefore, it is essential to keep your trial private
and refrain from disclosing the reason for your confinement.

9.12 Do Not Get in Conflict With Law Enforcement Agencies

Do not indulge in conflicts with law enforcement agencies such as police, law-
yers, and judges. They are government officials and are responsible for handling
your case and ensuring order. Aggressive and argumentative behavior can lead
to harsh treatment and results in extending your confinement period, physical
violence and extra charges.

Therefore, it is wise to remain calm and composed by demonstrating patience
and self-control. As Proverbs 25:15 states, “Through patience a ruler can be
persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break a bone.” This verse emphasizes the
power of patience and gentle speech in influencing others, even those in au-
thority. As believers, God calls us to walk in wisdom by reflecting His character
in every situation. Maintaining a peaceful and respectful attitude not only helps
your situation but also serves as a testimony of faith to those around you.

%0 Gul, A. (2023, September 19). Pakistani Police Kill Second Blasphemy Suspect Within a
Week. Voice of America. https://voanews.com/a/pakistani-police-kill-second-blasphemy-
suspect-within-a-week/7790768.html
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10. Educating and Preparing the Church for the
Current Reality of Persecution in Pakistan and
Appropriate Responses

10.1 Introduction

Pakistani Christians face severe persecution, including societal discrimination,
misuse of blasphemy laws, and violent attacks. High-profile incidents such as
the 1997 Shanti Nagar mob attack, the Asia Bibi blasphemy case, and the 2023
Jaranwala church burnings highlight their vulnerability. Despite their resilience,
the community often lacks clear biblical and legal knowledge and guidance,
leading to confusion and ineffective responses during persecution.

This chapter aims to educate the Pakistani Church on biblical teachings about
persecution and the protections available under Pakistani law. By equipping
believers with spiritual resilience, legal awareness, and practical tools, it seeks
to foster unity, strengthen faith, and encourage constructive, hope-filled re-
sponses to adversity.

10.2 Christians’ General Understanding of Persecution:
Insights from Interviews

Interviews with 22 Pakistani Christian Pastors, Evangelists and leaders reveal a
nuanced understanding of persecution, primarily characterized as suffering for
one’s faith and Christian identity. The majority (18 participants) defined perse-
cution as unjust suffering inflicted due to their religious beliefs, often rooted in
societal envy, hatred, and systemic biases embedded in Pakistan’s legal and
social frameworks. This includes the misuse of blasphemy laws and widespread
discrimination that disproportionately impacts the Christian minority. Further-
more, 21 respondents identified envy as a significant cause, while 15 empha-
sized prejudices, illustrating that persecution is often intertwined with socio-
economic and religious tensions.

The respondents described various forms of persecution, including economic
marginalization, social exclusion, and physical violence. Urban areas tend to
exhibit institutionalized discrimination, while rural regions often experience di-
rect acts of aggression, such as mob violence. Additionally, participants high-
lighted that persecution is not always rooted in religious disagreements but can
arise from personal disputes or interfaith relationships, which are frequently
misrepresented as religious conflicts. Biblical teachings significantly shape
Christians’ understanding of persecution. Many participants referenced the
forewarnings of Jesus regarding the suffering of His followers, as well as the
experiences of Biblical figures who endured martyrdom and torture for their
faith. This perspective fosters resilience, as persecution is viewed as both a
divine test and an affirmation of their spiritual commitment. While fear and des-
pair are common emotional responses, most interviewees reported strength-
ened faith and reliance on prayer and forgiveness to cope with their challenges.
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Notably, five individuals expressed their willingness to embrace martyrdom,
demonstrating their unwavering devotion to their faith. Responses to persecu-
tion are diverse, ranging from silence and relocation to active engagement
through peace committees and legal measures. While some Christians believe
that unity, wisdom, and a deeper understanding of their faith can enable effec-
tive defense, others maintain that endurance, prayer, and reliance on divine in-
tervention remain their primary strategies.

In conclusion, Pakistani Christians perceive persecution as a complex interplay
of religious and socio-economic factors. Their resilience, rooted in Biblical
teachings and unwavering faith, reflects their capacity to endure adversity while
seeking both practical and spiritual solutions to alleviate their suffering. This
understanding underscores their dual reliance on theological principles and
pragmatic approaches to navigate the challenges they face in their societal con-
text.”

10.3 The Attitude and Behavior of the Pakistani Church in
Persecution

The attitude and behavior of the Pakistani Church in response to persecution,
as revealed through the interviews, reflects a combination of spiritual resilience,
faith, and pragmatic caution. Christians in Pakistan generally view persecution
as suffering due to their faith, often involving societal and legal discrimination,
personal prejudice, and economic hardships. The Church’s response is deeply
rooted in Biblical teachings, with a strong emphasis on prayer, forgiveness, and
enduring faith. Many interviewees expressed that, despite feelings of despair
and confusion during persecution, their faith grew stronger, and they often re-
lied on spiritual practices like prayer and fasting for strength.

The Church’s behavior is largely non-confrontational, as many members believe
that justice is not achievable in the Pakistani context. As such, some Christians
prefer to remain silent or hide their identity to avoid further persecution, while
others seek help from religious leaders or peace committees to mediate dis-
putes. There are also a few who advocate for more active forms of defense,
such as involving national or international organizations, but such efforts are
often limited by fear of retaliation. Unity and wisdom are emphasized within the
Church as important strategies to navigate persecution. Christians are encour-
aged to stay united, educate themselves about their faith, and rely on God’s
guidance. Some also believe that understanding and following national laws
could help them better negotiate their position within society. Overall, while the
Pakistani Church values spiritual resilience and forgiveness, it also recognizes
the importance of strategic, nhon-confrontational approaches to cope with per-
secution, combining faith with practical solutions where possible.

" Pastors, Evangelists, teachers, Social activists and laypersons, interviewed by Building Up
from June to September 2024.
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10.4 What Is the Biblical Understanding of Persecution?

The Biblical Understanding of Persecution from Matthew 5:10-12

Persecution, within the context of Christian faith and the Bible, is a topic that
holds profound significance. Throughout Scripture, persecution is often de-
picted as the suffering and mistreatment that believers face for their faith in
Christ, and it is regarded as both an inevitable reality and a cause for spiritual
growth. The teachings of Jesus, particularly in the Gospel of Matthew, offer a
deep and multifaceted understanding of persecution, its purpose, and its impli-
cations for the life of a believer. In Matthew 5:10-12, Jesus gives a direct and
powerful teaching on persecution:

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, perse-
cute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (NIV)

This passage is part of the Beatitudes, the opening section of the Sermon on
the Mount, where Jesus outlines the characteristics of those who are truly
blessed in the Kingdom of God. Persecution, Jesus teaches, is not something
to be avoided at all costs, but rather, it is a sign of faithfulness to God and a
source of blessing. Let me explore the biblical understanding of persecution
through this passage and its broader biblical context. In Matthew 5:10, Jesus
says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness.” This
highlights that persecution is not random or without cause but is specifically
tied to living a righteous life in accordance with God’s will. Persecution arises
when one adheres to the truth of the Gospel and lives out Christian virtues, such
as love, justice, and humility, in a world that often opposes these values. Jesus
is clear that the persecution faced by His followers is not a punishment for
wrongdoing but rather a direct result of standing firm in the righteousness of
God. The world, in its fallen state, does not always appreciate the light of truth,
which can lead to opposition, mockery, or even violence toward those who fol-
low Christ. Matthew 5:11 elaborates, saying, “Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because
of me.” Here, Jesus makes it explicit that the source of persecution is not just
the pursuit of righteousness but specifically the name of Jesus. His followers
are persecuted because they bear His name and align themselves with Him and
His teachings. The persecution described here includes verbal insults, slander,
and false accusations, which were common experiences for early Christians
and remain so for believers in many parts of the world today. To follow Jesus is
to reject the values of the world and to embrace a new identity that often leads
to exclusion, ridicule, or even physical harm.

In Matthew 5:12, Jesus provides a surprising instruction in the face of persecu-
tion, “Rejoice and be glad”. This may seem counterintuitive, as persecution is
typically associated with suffering, pain, and loss. However, Jesus teaches that
persecution for His sake is a source of joy, not because of the suffering itself,
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but because of the eternal reward that awaits those who endure it faithfully. He
compares the experience of persecution to that of the prophets of old, who also
faced rejection and suffering for their prophetic witness. The prophets were not
discouraged by opposition because they knew that their reward was not in this
life but in the Kingdom of Heaven. In the same way, Jesus’ followers are to
endure persecution with hope, knowing that their faithfulness will be rewarded
in God’s eternal kingdom. Persecution serves not only as a test of faith but also
as confirmation that one is walking in the footsteps of Christ. In Matthew 10:22,
Jesus warns His disciples: “You will be hated by everyone because of me, but
the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.” Here, persecution is por-
trayed as a sign of loyalty to Christ. Just as Jesus Himself faced rejection, suf-
fering, and death, His followers are expected to face similar challenges as part
of their discipleship journey. The experience of persecution helps believers
identify with Christ’s suffering, which deepens their relationship with Him and
forms their character in the process. Persecution, therefore, becomes a means
of sanctification shaping believers into the image of Christ as they endure hard-
ship for the sake of His name.

Finally, in Matthew 5:12, Jesus emphasizes that the reward for those who en-
dure persecution is great, as their reward is in heaven. This hope of eternal glory
gives believers the strength to endure present trials. The apostle Paul echoes
this idea in Romans 8:18, where he writes, “I consider that our present suffer-
ings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” For the
Christian, persecution is not the end of the story, but it is part of the journey
toward eternal life with God. The suffering and injustice experienced in this life
will be vindicated and transformed in the life to come. This ultimate hope is the
sustaining power that allows believers to rejoice even in the midst of persecu-
tion. The biblical understanding of persecution, especially as presented in the
Gospel of Matthew, reframes the experience of suffering for the sake of Christ.
Rather than viewing persecution as a misfortune to be avoided at all costs, be-
lievers are called to see it as a form of blessing, a mark of true discipleship, and
an opportunity to identify with Christ’s suffering. Through persecution, Chris-
tians are invited to rejoice in the knowledge that their faithfulness to God will be
rewarded in heaven, and they are further conformed into the image of Christ,
whose ultimate victory over death and suffering secures their eternal hope. Per-
secution, therefore, is not an isolated or temporary hardship but a profound part
of the Christian life that shapes and refines believers, drawing them closer to
God and preparing them for the glory that waits in His Kingdom.

10.5 What Was the Behavior of the Early Church in
Persecution?

The Behavior of the Early Church in Persecution in the New Testament

The early Christian church faced intense persecution, particularly during the first
few centuries following the life of Jesus. The New Testament provides numer-
ous examples of how the early Christians reacted to these trials. In these reac-
tions, we can see patterns of steadfast faith, boldness in the face of opposition,
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prayer, and a deep commitment to spreading the message of Christ despite
suffering. The behavior of early Christians under persecution highlights how
they responded to suffering and challenges with faith, courage, and persever-
ance. These passages demonstrate the spiritual resilience and unwavering
commitment of the early Church.

Peter and John response during forged accusation

In Acts 4, Peter and John were arrested for healing a man and preaching about
Jesus’ resurrection. When brought before the Jewish authorities, they boldly
declared that it was by the name of Jesus that the man was healed and that
salvation is found only through Jesus (Acts 4:10-12). Despite being warned not
to speak in Jesus’ name, they responded, “We cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), prioritizing obedience to God over
the authorities. After their release, they returned to fellow believers and prayed,
asking God for boldness to continue speaking His word despite the threats
(Acts 4:29). God answered their prayer by filling them with the Holy Spirit, em-
powering them to speak boldly (Acts 4:31). Peter and John’s response shows
courage, faithfulness, and reliance on God’s strength in the face of persecution.
They chose to obey God and continue their mission, trusting that He would
empower them to endure opposition.

Peter and John response after setting free from prison

Upon facing persecution, Peter and John returned to their fellow believers,
where they all united in prayer. Rather than cowering in fear or retreating, their
immediate response was to seek God’s intervention. The early Christians did
not pray for God to remove their suffering but instead asked for boldness to
continue preaching the gospel in the face of threats. They recognized that per-
secution was part of their mission and were determined to press forward with
the message of Jesus. After praying, the believers were filled with the Holy
Spirit, which empowered them to continue their mission with courage. The
shaking of the place where they gathered symbolized God’s presence and the
strength, He provided them to endure persecution. This passage exemplifies a
key behavior of the early Church during persecution: they faced adversity with
prayer and a reliance on the Holy Spirit, seeking the boldness and strength to
continue fulfilling their calling, regardless of the consequences. It can be seen
the more responses of believers in different situations of false accusations and
persecution.

The believers and Paul’s escaping and self-defense in persecution

Suffering for Christ does not mean that after Christ’s ascension, the apostles
deliberately put themselves in harm’s way or chose to suffer and then happily
gave their lives. On the contrary, the believers and the apostles in some places
tried to protect their lives in order to spread the gospel more effectively. They
understood that by preserving their lives, they could continue to deliver God’s
message to people. To achieve their goal, they sought God’s help and also used
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their legal rights under Jewish and civil law to avoid unnecessary suffering or
punishment, so they could continue their mission.

Although in the above story Peter and John did not escape in the time of alle-
gation, somewhere can be observed that believers escaped in persecution
(Acts 8:1). Acts 9:23-25 describes the apostle Paul (Saul) escaping from the city
of Damascus after facing a threat to his life from the Jewish authorities. The plot
to kill him was a direct response to his preaching and the increasing impact he
was having in the city. To protect his life and continue his mission, Paul’s fol-
lowers helped him escape by lowering him in a basket through a hole in the city
wall, avoiding the guards who were watching the city gates. This event high-
lights the dangerous opposition that Paul faced during his ministry and his de-
termination to continue spreading the gospel despite the risks. On the other
hand, Paul not only escaped at times of risk, nonetheless he used his legal
rights as a Roman citizen to escape persecution from both the Jewish authori-
ties and Roman officials in several instances, particularly in Acts. Such as when
he and Silas were arrested unlawfully and they were imprisoned without fair
trial, there Paul immediately reveals his status, leading to his release (Acts
16:37-39). In another case, Paul was seized by the Jews in Jerusalem, Paul
identified himself as a Pharisee and used Jewish law to defend himself, helping
to clarify his position when facing false accusations (Acts 23:6-10). Additionally,
when brought before Roman governors, he defended his actions by stating that
his only “crime” was his faith in Jesus Christ, asserting his rights under Roman
law (Acts 25:10-12). Paul was imprisoned for approximately two years in Caes-
area after his arrest in Jerusalem (Acts 24:27). By using his legal rights, Paul
ensured he could continue his mission of spreading the gospel while avoiding
unjust treatment or punishment. This shows his understanding of both Roman
and Jewish laws and his ability to leverage them for his protection and freedom.

Paul Suffered for Jesus

The Apostle Paul not only tried to escape from persecution nevertheless en-
dured numerous sufferings for the sake of Jesus Christ, and his experiences
serve as a powerful example of perseverance and faith. Paul’s life is filled with
challenges, hardships, and persecutions, but he always remained committed to
his mission of spreading the Gospel. Through his own sufferings, Paul not only
learned to rely on God but also encouraged others to do the same.

Paul faced intense physical suffering throughout his ministry. In 2 Corinthians
11:24-27, Paul lists some of the hardships he tolerated: “Five times | received
from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods,
once | was stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in
the open sea, | have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger from
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from
Gentiles, in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and |
have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have known hun-
ger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been cold and naked.”
Despite these physical afflictions, Paul remained steadfast in his faith and mis-
sion. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-9, he expresses his hope and resilience: “We are hard
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pressed on every side but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; perse-
cuted but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” Paul’s ability to
endure suffering was rooted in his deep relationship with Christ, and he believed
that his sufferings were a way of sharing in the sufferings of Jesus. In Philippians
3:10, he writes, “that | may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and
the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed to his death.”

Martyrs of the New Testament

In the New Testament, Apostles and believers not only suffered and got perse-
cuted for Christ but several key figures are mentioned as martyrs for their faith
in Jesus Christ. Stephan, the first Christian martyr, was stoned to death for
boldly proclaiming the Gospel (Acts 6-7). James, the brother of John and son
of Zebedee, the first martyr among the twelve, was executed by the sword un-
der King Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2). Peter, though not explicitly described in
the New Testament, but Jesus prophesied about his martyrdom (John 21:18-
19). Besides, Antipas is mentioned in Revelation 2:13 as a faithful witness who
was martyred in Pergamum. These individuals exemplified stanch dedication to
spreading the Gospel, even at the cost of their lives.

Hope of comfort and rewards for the persecuted and martyrs

In the New Testament, there is not only to obey Jesus’ teaching but there is a
great hope and joy for the persecuted and martyrs is rooted in the promise of
eternal life with Christ and the assurance that their suffering for His sake will not
go unnoticed by God. Jesus Himself promised comfort and rewards for those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, saying in Matthew 5:10-12,
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” The Apostle Paul also encourages believers to view
their suffering as a temporary hardship, knowing that it produces perseverance
and hope, leading to eternal glory (Romans 8:18). Additionally, Revelation 2:10
offers hope to those facing martyrdom, assuring them that their faithful resili-
ence will be rewarded with the crown of life. This hope sustained martyrs and
the persecuted, giving them strength to endure, knowing their suffering would
be transformed into eternal joy in God’s presence.

10.6 What the Pakistani Church Can Learn From the Above
Examples of Believers at the Time of Suffering for Christ

From Peter and John

The Pakistani Church can learn valuable lessons from the lives of Peter and
John in Acts 4, when they were arrested and falsely accused by the Jewish
authorities for preaching about Jesus. Despite being threatened and com-
manded not to speak in Jesus’ name, Peter and John displayed Courage, con-
viction and boldness in their defense. They refused to surrender to pressure,
asserting that they could not stop speaking about what they had witnessed
(Acts 4:19-20). Their response exemplifies faithfulness to God over fear of man.
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After their release, they returned to their fellow believers and prayed for bold-
ness to continue spreading the Gospel (Acts 4:29-31), demonstrating the im-
portance of community support and prayer in facing persecution. In the Paki-
stani context, Christians facing false accusations can follow Peter and John’s
example by standing firm in their faith, even under pressure. Instead of suc-
cumbing to fear or false confessions, they can assert their innocence and con-
tinue to witness boldly. Moreover, like Peter and John, they can see strength
through prayer and community support, relying on God’s guidance to navigate
the legal system and persevere. Their example teaches that, even in the face of
false accusations, maintaining integrity and faith in God is essential.

From Paul and early church martyrs’ life

The first lesson is for Pakistani Christians to be aware of their legal rights. Like
Paul understood Roman law, Pakistani Christians should know their constitu-
tional rights, such as the right to a fair trial (Article 10-A) and freedom of speech
(Article 19). They should also be familiar with how to challenge false accusa-
tions. If accused of blasphemy, Christians should know that the burden of proof
lies with the accuser and that they have the right to legal representation (Section
295 of the Pakistan Penal Code). Access to skilled lawyers or legal aid organi-
zations like Christian Legal Aid and Advocacy Services (CLAAS), Christian true
spirit (CTS) and Human friend organization (HFO) can help them navigate the
legal system and protect their rights. Just as Paul appealed to higher authori-
ties, Pakistani Christians can also seek help from the courts or human rights
organizations when falsely accused. They can file petitions in courts and seek
protection from groups like the National Commission for Justice and Peace
(NCJP) or the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). By using the
legal mechanisms available in Pakistan, Christians can challenge false accusa-
tions and reduce the risk of wrongful imprisonment or violence.

Paul’s life also teaches us about courage. In Acts 16:22-24, when Paul and
Silas were imprisoned in Philippi, they did not deny their mission. Instead, they
sang hymns and remained joyful despite their suffering. These show that even
in difficult circumstances, faith in Christ can provide strength. We can respond
to persecution by praying, seeking support from their community, and remem-
bering their identity in Christ. Paul’s life encourages Christians to advocate for
their rights in ways that honor God. In Acts 16:37-39, after being unjustly
beaten, Paul demanded that his Roman citizenship be publicly acknowledged.
Similarly, Pakistani Christians can peacefully challenge the misuse of blas-
phemy laws and raise awareness of the issue while maintaining a Christ like
attitude. In Acts 25:11, Paul refused to confess to false accusations, showing
his commitment to truth. Similarly, when falsely accused of blasphemy, our
people should not confess to crimes they did not commit, especially under
pressure. They should remain silent or insist on legal representation before an-
swering any questions that could be used against them. Paul was not trying to
get rid off from the persecution and prison to enjoy his life but for the procla-
mation of the Gospel as much as he could, he wanted to die for Christ but not
without struggling for the salvation of the spirits. That’s why Paul does not
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confess to false allegations. Many false confessions have been made in our
country under pressure, and Paul’s example teaches the importance of stand-
ing firm in the truth. By combining legal strategies with spiritual wisdom, Chris-
tians can face the challenges of false accusations. They can advocate for legal
reforms, work with Christian organizations to provide legal aid, and use their
Christian witness to highlight the injustices faced by minorities.

From Stephen’s example (Acts 6-7), who boldly proclaimed the Gospel despite
the danger of being stoned to death, the Pakistani Church can learn the im-
portance of speaking out for Christ, even in hostile environments. Stephen’s
courage shows that, regardless of the consequences, believers should remain
steadfast in sharing the message of the Gospel. In a country like Pakistan,
where Christians often face discrimination or aggression, Christians can be in-
spired to continue to witness to their faith without fear, trusting in God’s guid-
ance and protection. James’s martyrdom teaches that following Christ may re-
quire great sacrifices, including the ultimate cost of life. Believers can learn from
James’s example that the challenges and hardships they face for their faith
should not discourage them, as these struggles hold eternal significance. By
remaining faithful, even in the face of death, they can continue their walk with
Christ, knowing that their perseverance will be rewarded in heaven. The promise
of eternal life and the rewards for enduring persecution, as seen in passages
like Matthew 5:10-12, where Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” can offer
great comfort. This assurance reminds Pakistani believers that their suffering is
not in vain, and that the reward for their faithfulness is eternal glory with Christ.
In times of persecution, this hope of a future reward can sustain them, providing
strength to endure present difficulties. In Romans 8:18, Paul encourages Chris-
tians to view their suffering as a means of building perseverance and character,
leading to greater hope. The Pakistani Church can draw encouragement from
this perspective. Instead of viewing suffering as something merely to endure,
they can see it as a refining process that strengthens their faith and helps them
grow spiritually. Endurance produces hope and character, making believers
more resilient and deeply rooted in their relationship with God.

Early Christians were not isolated in their suffering. They were part of a larger
community that supported one another through prayer and encouragement.
The unity of the body of Christ during times of suffering is crucial. Pakistani
Christians can learn from this example, where the Church must come together,
offering both emotional and practical support to those undergoing persecution.
Mutual encouragement can help individuals persevere, knowing they are not
alone in their struggles. Just as Peter was assured of God’s presence and pur-
pose even through suffering (John 21:18-19), the Pakistani church can be re-
minded that God is always with them in their trials. The promise of God’s justice,
as seen in the ultimate triumph of good over evil in the resurrection of Christ,
assures them that their suffering will not go unnoticed. God will bring about His
purposes, and all injustices will be made right in His time. Revelation 2:10 offers
a powerful promise to the faithful: “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and |
will give you the crown of life.” The promise of eternal reward, the crown of life,
reminds the Pakistani Church that their suffering will be rewarded with
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unimaginable joy in the presence of God. This imagery of the crown can serve
as a powerful motivator to continue living faithfully and joyfully, even under per-
secution.

10.7 Early Church Fathers and Their Church Members

St. Ignatius of Antioch

The early Church Fathers and their followers responded to persecution and
challenges in distinct ways that reflected their deep faith and commitment to
God. The Church Fathers, in particular, viewed persecution as an opportunity
for spiritual growth, a way to imitate Christ’s suffering, and a means of fortifying
the faith of the Church. They often responded with writings, dialogues and ac-
tions that encouraged the faithful to endure persecution with patience, courage,
and hope. Here are three examples of how early Church Fathers and their fol-
lowers responded to the challenges of persecution.

St. Ignatius of Antioch is one of the early Christian bishops and martyrs. He was
born in Syria around the year 50 and died between 98 and 117. He was the third
Bishop of Antioch.*® He was arrested and brought to Rome for execution. Dur-
ing his journey, he wrote a series of letters to various Christian communities,
which have been preserved as a powerful witness to his faith. In his letters,
Ignatius expressed his profound desire to believers of Rome for martyrdom and
his belief that suffering for Christ was both a privilege and a necessary part of
the Christian journey. St. Ignatius of Antioch wrote to the believers of Rome:

“I am the wheat of God, and let me be ground by the teeth of the wild
beasts, that | may be found the pure bread of Christ. Rather, coax the wild
beasts, that they may become a tomb for me and leave no part of my body
behind, that | may burden no one once | have died.”*

St. Ignatius expresses his profound willingness to die for Christ, likening himself
to wheat being ground by wild beasts in order to become the pure bread of
Christ. He desires his body to be entirely consumed by the beasts, leaving no
trace behind, so that he may burden no one and fully dedicate himself to God.
This reflects his belief that martyrdom is a means of spiritual purification, where
suffering and death are not tragic, but transformative acts that unite him more
deeply with Christ, freeing him from earthly attachments and leading to eternal
life. Ignatius embraces martyrdom as a path to true freedom and spiritual fulfill-
ment. St. Ignatius did not appeal or try to avoid his execution when he was
arrested. In fact, he embraced his fate with great courage and conviction. When
he was arrested and on his way to Rome for his martyrdom, Ignatius viewed the
impending death as an opportunity to imitate Christ’s own suffering and death.
He expressed a strong desire to be martyred, seeing it as the ultimate way to

%2 O’Connor, J. B. (1910). St. Ignatius of Antioch. In: The Catholic Encyclopedia. New York:
Robert Appleton Company. http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07644a.htm

% Ehrman, B. D. (2003). St. Ignatius of Antioch: The Apostolic Fathers. Vol.1. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 275.
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unite with Jesus. In his letters, Ignatius repeatedly urges the Christian commu-
nities to not intervene or try to prevent his execution, as he believed that his
death would be a glorification of God and an example for the faithful. He even
welcomed the prospect of suffering, seeing it as a means to strengthen his faith
and witness to Christ.

St. Polycarp of Smyrna

St. Polycarp was born in 69 AD or 70 AD, a disciple of the Apostle John and
bishop of Smyrna, faced a public trial during the persecution of Christians and
was martyred in 155 AD or156 AD. He was arrested around 155 or 156 AD
during a period of Roman persecution; Polycarp was brought before the pro-
consul and offered the opportunity to renounce his faith by sacrificing to the
Roman gods. His response to this offer was firm and resolute: “For eighty-six
years | have been His servant, and He has done me no wrong. How can | blas-
pheme my King who saved me?” Refusing to comply, he boldly declared refer-
ring to the pagans in the crowd rather than Christians. Despite threats of torture,
wild beasts, and execution by fire, Polycarp remained resolute in his faith, fa-
mously stating, “You threaten me with a fire that burns for an hour and is soon
extinguished, but you are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment.” His re-
sponse exemplified his unwavering commitment to Christ, even in the face of
death. When condemned to be burned at the stake, Polycarp’s final moments
reflected his deep faith. As the flames were lit, they reportedly formed a protec-
tive circle around him, leaving his body untouched. Witnesses believed this was
a miraculous sign of divine protection. Ultimately, Polycarp was stabbed by a
soldier, and his blood extinguished the flames. His martyrdom became a pow-
erful symbol of Christian endurance, and the Martyrdom of Polycarp became an
important text in early Christianity, inspiring other believers to stand firm in their
faith. Polycarp’s refusal to recant his beliefs, his peaceful acceptance of death,
and his trust in God’s eternal promises left a lasting legacy in the Christian com-
munity. >

Tertullian

Tertullian was born around 155 AD in Carthage, in what is now modern-day
Tunisia. He was a prominent early Christian writer and apologist, and he is often
referred to as the “father of Latin Christianity” due to his significant contribu-
tions to Christian theology and literature. Tertullian’s response to the persecu-
tion of Christians by Pliny the Younger offers a critical and insightful perspective
on the early Christian experience under Roman authorities. Pliny, who was the
governor of Bithynia-Pontus in Asia Minor, had written to the Emperor Trajan
around 112 AD, seeking advice on how to deal with Christians, who were in-
creasing in numbers and causing disturbances in his province. Tertullian, writ-
ing his Apology shortly after Pliny’s correspondence, responded to the situation
by defending the integrity of Christians and arguing against the unjust treatment

 Ehrman, B. D. (2003). Martyrdom of Polycarp: The Apostolic Fathers. Vol.1. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 381-97.
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they faced from Roman authorities. Tertullian’s primary response to Pliny’s per-
secution was to emphasize the peaceful and law-abiding nature of Christians,
who, despite being falsely accused of atheism and other crimes were not rebel-
lious or harmful to Roman society. In his Apology, Tertullian argued that Chris-
tians were loyal citizens who contributed positively to the empire by praying for
the emperor’s well-being. He used the opportunity to criticize the inconsistency
of Roman justice, as Christians were persecuted without fair trial or due pro-
cess. Moreover, Tertullian pointed out that the very fact that Christians were
willing to face death for their faith demonstrated the sincerity and strength of
their beliefs. He also stressed that the persecution of Christians by figures like
Pliny was a form of judicial injustice, given that they were condemned based on
rumors and anonymous denunciations rather than any real criminal behavior.
Tertullian’s response was both a defense of Christian orthodoxy and a call for
fair treatment under the law.*®

10.8 Lesson From Above Mentioned Early Church Fathers

The Pakistani Church can draw significant lessons from the responses of early
Church Fathers like St. Ignatius of Antioch, St. Polycarp of Smyrna, and Tertul-
lian, particularly in how they faced persecution with untiring faith, courage, and
spiritual fortitude. St. Ignatius, during his journey to martyrdom, viewed suffer-
ing as a means of spiritual growth, and he expressed a profound desire to unite
with Christ through his death, embracing martyrdom as a transformative act.
This commitment to suffering as a path to spiritual fulfilment can inspire Paki-
stani Christians to endure adversity with the same sense of purpose, seeing
trials as opportunities for spiritual purification and a deeper relationship with
Christ. Similarly, St. Polycarp’s steadfastness when confronted with execution,
particularly his refusal to blaspheme his King and his firm faith even in the face
of horrific torture, serves as a model for Christians who face both direct and
indirect persecution in Pakistan. Polycarp’s courage to stand firm in his faith,
even in the most dangerous circumstances, exemplifies how the Church in Pa-
kistan can remain strong despite challenges.

Furthermore, Tertullian’s defense of Christians in his Apology, particularly his
critique of unjust Roman laws and persecution, offers a compelling example for
Pakistani Christians to defend their faith and rights in the face of societal and
legal discrimination. Tertullian highlighted that Christians were peaceful, law-
abiding citizens who contributed positively to society, despite being wrongfully
accused of crimes. His assertion that persecution based on rumors and anon-
ymous denunciations was an injustice underscores the importance of fair treat-
ment and the right to practice one’s faith without fear of reprisal. Pakistani
Christians can learn from Tertullian’s insistence on maintaining moral integrity
and standing up against unfair treatment, while also remaining dedicated to
prayer and service for the well-being of society. In all, these early Church Fa-
thers provide a profound example of how faith can sustain and strengthen

% Merrill, E. T. (1918). Tertullian on Pliny’s Persecution of Christians. TAJT. Vol. 22, No. 1: 124-
135.
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believers amidst suffering, while also inspiring them to act with courage, justice,
and steadfast conviction.

Rocky and Raja of Jaranawala case

The Barnabas Aid report highlights the case of Rocky and Raja, two Pakistani
Christian brothers who were acquitted on February 29 of blasphemy charges.
The brothers had been falsely accused by two Muslim men with a personal
grudge. Tahir Bashir, a lawyer from the Centre for Legal Aid Assistance and
Settlement (CLAAS), with support from Barnabas Aid, presented evidence in
court that a police investigation had exonerated the brothers. It was revealed
that the two Muslim men had framed the two brothers Rocky and Raja to settle
a personal score, and they were arrested for their actions. The false accusations
claimed that the two brothers had desecrated pages of the Quran, which led to
violent riots in Jaranwala city on August 16, 2023, where mobs burned
churches and attacked Christian homes. The brothers were arrested during the
unrest. Following their acquittal by Justice Mohammad Hussain in the Anti-
Terrorism Court in Faisalabad, the Saleem brothers were released and reu-
nited with their family. The brothers had faced serious charges under Pakistan’s
blasphemy laws, including Section 295-C, which carries the death penalty.
They were also accused of promoting sectarian hatred under Pakistan’s Anti-
Terrorism Act. Following their release, CLAAS organized thanksgiving prayers
in recognition of the successful legal outcome. The brothers expressed great
relief and joy upon their release.*

In an interview, Advocate Tahir Bashir was asked what practical steps should
be taken if a false accusation of blasphemy, whether against the Quran, religion,
or the Prophet, is made. He responded by advising that if such a false accusa-
tion is made, the person should try to find a safe place or voluntarily surrender
to the police, specifically to the Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) or Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO). By informing them of the situation, they can protect
you from an angry mob and ensure that you are heard and receive justice. He
further explained the situation with an example. When Rogi and Raja were
falsely accused, they fled from Jaranwala and moved to Gujranwala, later relo-
cating to Lahore. Afterward, they contacted him through an intermediary, and
he helped get them legally detained. He then fought their case under Pakistani
law, securing justice for them within 5 to 6 months. Through this process, they
were able to protect their faith, save their lives, and obtain justice according to
the law, with the help of legal experts. This serves as a valuable example for
Pakistani Christians, showing what steps to take before or after being falsely
accused.”’

% Barnabas Aid. (2024, March 12). Pakistani Christian brothers in Jaranwala “blasphemy” case
were framed. Barnabas Aid. https://barnabasaid.org/gb/news/pakistani-christian-brothers-
in-jaranwala-blasphemy-case-were-framed/

57 Adv. Tahir Bashir, Interview in NCCP Lahore, 7 February 2025.



https://barnabasaid.org/gb/news/pakistani-christian-brothers-in-jaranwala-blasphemy-case-were-framed/
https://barnabasaid.org/gb/news/pakistani-christian-brothers-in-jaranwala-blasphemy-case-were-framed/

International Institute for Religious Freedom (lIRF)

Lesson for Pakistani Christians from this case

The Pakistani Church learned several important lessons from the reactions of
Rocky and Raja during the tense moments of their false blasphemy accusation.
Their calmness and strategic thinking in such a volatile situation were key in
managing the crisis. Instead of succumbing to panic or anger, the brothers
wisely sought safety by fleeing their home and relocating to different cities, un-
derstanding the severity of the danger they faced from angry mobs. This high-
lighted the importance of preserving life and faith overreacting impulsively in
the face of false accusations. Their decision to contact a lawyer, Advocate Tahir
Bashir, further demonstrated the significance of seeking proper legal aid in such
times of distress. The brothers’ resilience and faith in the face of injustice also
showed the Church the value of maintaining hope and trusting in the legal sys-
tem, as their case was ultimately resolved through the courts. This example
taught the Church the importance of remaining peaceful, seeking proper legal
protection, and having faith in the justice system even when confronted with
grave threats.

Mushtaq Gill Masih and his son Farrukh Gill Masih case

On Sunday, April 17,2011, an angry Muslim mob attacked the house of a Chris-
tian man in Aziz Colony, Gujranwala, Punjab, Pakistan, due to a dispute over a
blasphemy case by two Christian men, Mushtaq Gill Masih and his son Farrukh
Gill Masih, who were falsely accused of desecrating the Holy Quran. After an
investigation, including a handwriting expert’s analysis, the police found the
charges were fabricated and released the men from protective custody. How-
ever, news of their release sparked a violent mob attack on Christian homes, a
church, and a seminary in Gujranwala. Despite this, the police managed to calm
the situation by arresting around 100 protesters and assuring them that the true
culprit would be found. Police officials, particularly Ghulam Muhammad Doger,
firmly protected the Christian community, vowing not to let them be harmed,
despite pressure from religious groups. This incident marks a rare instance
where law enforcement resisted political and religious pressure to safeguard
the accused.*® Jawad Mazhar of “International Christian Concern” reported that
in the false blasphemy case in Gujranwala, the Christian community, political
workers, and the police, all played important roles in protecting the accused.
Rev. Eric Isaac and political worker Abid Saaid Gill, from the All Pakistan Minor-
ities Alliance (APMA), spoke out against the unjust accusations and defended
the Christians involved. The police initially arrested several Christians, including
Rev. Isaac, but claimed it was to protect them from mob violence. To resolve
the conflict, an inter-faith committee was formed with Christian and Muslim
clerics, as well as police officers, to find a peaceful solution.* In an interview,

% Kharal, A. (2011, May 1). Release of alleged blasphemers sparks riots in Gujranwala. The
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Rev. Boaz Roy of Gujranwala and staff or Building Up confirmed that the Peace
Committee, Christian and Muslim cleric and police coordination was admirable.
This is a good way to resolve such kinds of issues.®

Learning from this case

From this case, the Pakistani Church can learn several important lessons on
responding to false blasphemy accusations and building stronger relationships
for peaceful conflict resolution. First, the Church should act swiftly and gather
solid evidence, like handwriting analysis, to prove innocence and avoid vio-
lence. Engaging with political workers and organizations such as the All Paki-
stan Minorities Alliance (APMA) can help advocate for justice and protect the
community. The Church should also work closely with the police to ensure the
safety of its members, as seen in the police’s intervention to calm the situation.
Fostering interfaith harmony through active participation in committees involv-
ing both Christian and Muslim clerics is key to resolving conflicts peacefully.
Additionally, the Church should promote cooperation and understanding be-
tween religious groups by supporting interfaith committees to mediate dis-
putes, ensuring long-term peace and community cohesion.

Conclusion

In light of the challenges faced by Pakistani Christians, particularly in relation to
false accusations, persecution, and martyrdom, it is essential for the Church
and individuals to be prepared, resilient, and proactive. The Church in Pakistan
must educate its members about the reality of persecution and provide both
spiritual and practical guidance on how to navigate such difficult times. From a
spiritual standpoint, Pakistani Christians can draw strength from biblical teach-
ings, such as those in Matthew 5:10-12, which encourage believers to view per-
secution not as misfortune but as an opportunity to grow spiritually and identify
with Christ’s suffering. Understanding that persecution can purify one’s faith
and strengthen the connection to Christ is crucial in enduring hardship. For in-
dividuals who are falsely accused or persecuted, it is important to prioritize per-
sonal safety and act wisely. As demonstrated in cases like Rocky and Raja and
Mushtaq Gill Masih, seeking safety, relocating if necessary, and securing proper
legal assistance are vital steps in ensuring that the accused are protected and
that justice is pursued. In such situations, acting calmly and gathering evidence,
such as legal documents and legal rights can be life-saving. Engaging with local
authorities and interfaith committees can also be a means to prevent violence
and ensure that false accusations do not escalate. By promoting interfaith dia-
logue and cooperation, Christians can work towards peaceful conflict resolution
and safeguarding their communities.

In the event of martyrdom, Christians can find comfort in the knowledge that
such sacrifices are not in vain. Just as the early Church Fathers, like St. Ignatius
of Antioch and St. Polycarp of Smyrna, viewed martyrdom as a means of

€ Boaz Roy, Building Up Lahore, 11 February 2025.
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spiritual growth and eternal reward, Pakistani Christians can take solace in the
understanding that their suffering for Christ brings them closer to Him and to
the promise of eternal life. Martyrdom, while tragic, is seen as a glorification of
God, a testimony to one’s unwavering faith, and an assurance of the ultimate
victory over death. Therefore, Pakistani Christians should be encouraged to re-
main steadfast, knowing that God honors those who endure suffering for His
sake, and that their sacrifices are a witness to the broader community and fu-
ture generations. Ultimately, whether dealing with false accusations, persecu-
tion, or the possibility of martyrdom, the Church and individual Christians must
embody courage, resilience, and unwavering faith. By following the examples
of early Church and early church Fathers, they can face adversity with hope and
determination, knowing that God’s justice will prevail and that eternal reward
awaits those who remain faithful.
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